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HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE 
THE FEET OF THOSE WHO 
BRING GOOD NEWS
B y  N e l l  B e c k e r  S w e e d e n

How do we find hope when all seems 
hopeless? And how do we find God's hope 
when it isn’t obvious? Perhaps this is 
what it means to have faith—that thing 
with the potential to be a beautiful gift 
even in the midst of desperation because 
it is an anchor, a guidepost. Faith is what 
reminds us that God is there with us. 

In times of war, displacement, 
suffering, and unrest, I wonder: if we 
as Christians struggle in the times of 
darkness, what is it like for those who 
have not heard  or known of Jesus' grace, 
love, and salvation? The words of Paul 
quoting Isaiah may point to the answer:

"But how are they to call on one in 
whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in one of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they 
to hear without someone to proclaim 
him? And how are they to proclaim him 
unless they are sent? As it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!’" (Romans 10:14-15)

How are they to believe if they have 
not heard? The answer is through each 
of us. Precisely in the difficult times, 
believers are called to give out of the depth 
of our being for the sake of others. This 
is what Jesus indeed modeled for us; we 
give not through words alone, but through 
actions imbued with the love of Christ. 
And yet, what is so unexpected is that as 
we act compassionately, the gift of love is 
not depleted but rather renewed in us. 

It seems most difficult to be asked to 
give something else in the midst of our 
own trials and tribulations. But through 
the call to love others, the heart indeed 

O P E N I N G  N O T E S

grows infinitely. As Parker Palmer writes 
in The Courage to Teach, "… the courage 
to keep one's heart open in those very 
moments when the heart is asked to hold 
more than it is able." It is precisely when 
our heart is asked to hold more than we 
are able that we have an opportunity to 
lean into God's love with unwavering trust 
and allow Him to expand our courage.

Unlike a muscle that might wear out, 
love grows stronger each time you use 
it. We can see this idea again through 
the words of David Brooks in The Road 
to Character: "The more you love, the 
more you can love. A person who has one 
child does not love that child less when 
the second and third child come along. A 
person who loves his town does not love 
his country less. Love expands with use.”

I am most confident of God's presence 
even in the darkest times because so 
much of Scripture attests to this very 
thing: human beings crying out for God 
and the confirmation of God's presence 
and promise to be with us and for us. 
God in Jesus has made himself one with 
us even in our sin, even in our suffering 
and pain, even in dying and death. And, 
God conquered all for us as the greatest 
act of love. God in Jesus Christ is our 
healer and Savior. Praise be to God!

Lord, give each of us the courage 
and the strength to love with the 
same love that You have for us. 
Be with those who are serving 
You in the darkest of times; give 
them Your abundant love and 
expand their love infinitely.

“…the courage to 
keep one's heart 

open in those very 
moments when 

the heart is asked 
to hold more 

than it is able.” 

- Parker Palmer
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Divya*, age 15, lives with her family in Nepal, where 
her father works as both a Nazarene pastor and a brick-
layer. This story is all too common for many families 
struggling with limited opportunities for income. Often, 
school fees are unattainable after basic living expenses 
are paid. To address this, Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries has a specific ministry that assists pastors' 
children with their primary and secondary educational 
costs. Like all NCM child development programs, the 
ministry is holistic, helping support families spiritually 
and physically as well as meeting their educational needs.

“Because of the [child 
sponsorship program], it is 
reducing the financial burden of 
my parents,” Divya explains.

Gregory and Armig Ekmekjian 
live on nearly the opposite half 
of the globe, in Los Angeles, 
California. Since 2016, they have 
been supporting Divya through NCM child sponsorship. 
Last year, Gregory began to make plans to fulfill a dream 
of visiting Mount Everest Base Camp—a dream that 
he thought might take him close to where Divya lives. 
Meetings between sponsors and the children involved 
in the program have been nearly impossible during 
pandemic-driven safety precautions, unlike normal 
times. Gregory reached out to NCM, and the director 
of child sponsorship programs in Nepal, Hari, helped 
coordinate with Nazarene Compassionate Ministries. 

“This visit was the first visit of a sponsor 
with a child [in Nepal],” he explains. 

PERSPECTIVES 
FROM BOTH SIDES

C O N N E C T I O N  P O I N T S

"THE MINISTRY IS HOLISTIC, 
HELPING SUPPORT FAMILIES 

SPIRITUALLY AND PHYSICALLY 
AS WELL AS MEETING THEIR 

EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.’”

Gregory Ekmekjian and Divya 
(Los Angeles, CA, and Nepal)
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Despite several setbacks, including nearly being cancelled 
altogether, Gregory was able to meet with Hari, Divya, and 
her family at an outdoor café, where they could spend time 
getting to know each other beyond the occasional letters 
and to exchange gifts. Gregory works in the entertainment 
industry in Los Angeles, and he had brought Divya a 
camera to practice photography. Divya had hand-knitted 
a Nepalese scarf for Gregory in advance, explaining that, 
"I chose to give it because it was knitted by myself.” 

Having the opportunity to meet Divya and her family 
impressed upon Gregory the importance of the sponsorship 

program. “There should be more,” 
says Gregory. “There should be 
more children in the program. … 
Everybody has to do their part. They 
are our brothers and sisters.”

Divya shares that she also has been 
affected by her involvement with holistic 
child development: “I would like to give 

thanks to all of you who are contributing through the child 
sponsorship program,” she shares. “… My future plan is to 
help support needy people after completing my studies.”

  
Armig and Gregory Ekmekjian live and work in Los 
Angeles, California. They began sponsoring children 
through NCM in 2015, when Armig moved to the United 
States from Lebanon and found the sponsorship program 
to be a way to express her gratitude for God’s blessings. 

*Children’s names are changed for protection.
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When Mark Joe, a pastor with the Church 
of the Nazarene in Malawi, received a beehive 
and the gear to tend to it, he put the hive in a 
strategic location right away. He had attended 
a training through Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries; soon, he was excited to get started.

“I am one of those that were affected 
by Cyclone Idai,” he 
explains, referencing the 
devastating storm that hit 
Malawi in March 2019. 

“Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries 
gave us food during 
the disaster. [A] few 
months later, we were 
affected by coronavirus, 
[and] that made things worse. This was a 
difficult time for us because we had not yet 
recovered from the disaster,” he adds.

Honey may not seem like the first choice 
for addressing economic and food security, 
but the hives are multi-functional. The bees 
help pollinate nearby plants, and the honey 

produced can be sold for a good profit. After 
his first sale, Pastor Joe bought a goat to 
help his family build a bigger safety net. 

“It was an opportunity for me to start 
supporting myself instead of waiting for 
relief items when disaster strikes,” Pastor Joe 
shares. “Today I am able to feed my family, my 

members and even send 
my children to school.”

The Ndaluzas, who also 
pastor in Malawi, similarly 
attended a seminar where 
they received a beehive and 
gear. The couple had been 
depending on farming 
cotton, which they were 
able to sell once a year. 

A regular harvest of honey will allow them to 
make a profit three to four times a year instead. 

“I was very privileged to find a half bottle 
of honey that remained from the sales and 
was used at home, so the bees gave it to 
me as a gift so that I can taste how sweet 
is this honey,” Pastor Ndaluza shares.

Reporting by Chinsinsi Phiri,  NCM Africa
Photo courtesy of NCM Africa

g l o b a l  f o c u s

"IT WAS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR  
ME TO START SUPPORTING 

MYSELF INSTEAD OF WAITING 
FOR RELIEF ITEMS WHEN 

DISASTER STRIKES.” 

BEES AND 
BUSINESSES 

HOW HONEYBEES CAN HELP CHANGE HUNGER
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On February 24, 2022, life for those living 
in Ukraine and the countries surrounding 
it changed forever. Since that date, millions 
of people have become displaced, either to 
other countries or to other cities in Ukraine.

From the beginning, a network of 
Nazarene churches, volunteers, and staff 
members have been responding, often 
adapting day by day as the needs arise. 
Pastors and laypeople in the Church 
of the Nazarene are doing everything 
possible to meet the urgent and growing 
needs of all those around them, despite 
personal risk, sleep deprivation, 
and fears for their own families. 

Nazarene church spaces in Hungary, 
Moldova, Poland, and Romania, including a 
Nazarene coffee shop in Poland, have been 
transformed into shelters, resource centers, 
and child-friendly spaces where children 
can play games, read books, and have a 
sense of normalcy in a safe environment. 
In Poznan, Poland, the church is also 
hosting an area for volunteers, including 
those from other organizations, to rest 
and recuperate. Many of those who are 
responding have experience with refugee 
responses, though the rate of the exodus 
from Ukraine has been much higher. 

The thread running throughout each of 
the dozens of responses is the affirmation 
of each person’s God-given dignity. Many 
of those who are arriving have been in 
spaces where their lives are at risk, where 
human traffickers are seeking to coerce 
them, where the things that feel normal 
or hopeful have been stripped away. 

This work is made possible in part by 
the generous donations of people in every 
region of the Church of the Nazarene. 

Becoming the hands 
and feet of Christ 

in devastating crisis

Two of those displaced are Volery and 
his son. They had lived for three weeks 
in the basement of a church in Mariupol, 
Ukraine, sheltering with their immediate 
family and several others while the city was 
attacked. When the group decided to flee, 
the two men made the dangerous choice 
to leave the shelter to find supplies. They 
discovered the ruins of a car that belonged 
to their friend, who had also gone out to 
look for food. Everyone inside had been 
killed. After discovering his friend, Volery 
knew he wanted to stay in the besieged 
city long enough to bury him and help 
the man’s wife and children escape.

Eventually, they left in a caravan of 
25 cars and managed to arrive safely at 
Bethel House, a retreat center turned into 
a shelter in Lviv, built by missionaries 
Mark and Rhonda Blessing. Volery’s wife 
and two daughters—and later the wife 
of the man who had been killed—joined 
those fleeing across the border into Poland. 
Current restrictions meant Volery and his 
son were unable to leave, so they stayed, 
helping by driving humanitarian supplies 
east, where the fighting was worse, and 
picking up those fleeing to drive back west. 
Their city had been reduced to rubble. 

War in Ukraine

BY NCM COMMUNICATIONS

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
HAYLEY TARRANT &  

LEE RUBIN-JAKOBER
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In 1 Corinthians 12:26-27, we 
read that we are one body: if one 
member suffers, we all suffer, and if 
one member rejoices, we all rejoice. 

In this time of global upheaval 
marked by war, disasters, suffering, 
and displacement, we pray to God, who 
even now works for the restoration of 
all creation. We pray for God’s people 
seeking restoration on earth. As you 
consider the topics in this magazine—
the war in Ukraine, the freedom 
from addiction, the compassionate 
actions of communities—we invite 
you to lift up your voice in prayer. 

LORD, WE PRAY FOR YOUR MERCY 
AS WE CONSIDER THE DEEP PAIN 
PRESENT IN THE WORLD TODAY. 

For those who are persecuted.
For those who are fleeing danger 
and for those who cannot. 
For those who are afraid.
For those who want to help but aren’t sure what to do. 

HELP US BE AWARE OF THE NEEDS 
AROUND US AND SEEK TO ALLEVIATE 
SUFFERING IN YOUR NAME.

We pray the words of the Psalmist: “May 
those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed 
for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves” (Psalm 126:5-6).

Kyrie eleison. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayers. Amen. 
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As the guiding narrative of the Christian faith, 
the Bible demonstrates for the people of God 
what it looks like when a person is moved to act 
with compassion. Examine the ways a familiar 
passage about Jesus takes on new meaning when 
contemplated through the lens of compassion. 

SEARCH 
THE SCRIPTURE
 
Choose a passage to meditate on; explore 
its significance for us in our own daily lives. 

When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into the harvest.” (Matthew 9:36-38)

CONSIDER 
THE PERSPECTIVES

Ask: Who are the actors in this biblical drama? 
What are their experiences? What are their 
needs? How are their needs met?

Matthew 9 reveals that the crowds are the people 
Jesus encountered in the cities and villages of Israel: 
those entangled in economic injustice, like the tax 
collector; those who are spiritually or physically 
immobilized, like the paralytic; and those who are 
unable to see or speak for themselves, like the woman 
at the well. Jesus met them in their deepest need.

IMAGINE 
A CONTEMPORARY SCENARIO

Jesus issues a call in Matthew 9. What does it 
mean to hear this less as an appeal to gather 
new believers—as it is often interpreted—
and more as a call to show compassion?

Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore 
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37b-38) 

The laborers are called to do the work of the Lord 
not only by proclaiming the good news but also 
through acts of compassion, just as Jesus did.

e v e r y d ay  c o m p a s s i o n

COMPASSION
THROUGH THE

WORD OF 
GOD

1

2

3
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en years ago, I got together with a small group 
from our local church in Pilar, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. We did not have a specific purpose 
for the meeting, but we were feeling restless. We 
were eager to see what God had in store for us 

next—beyond the daily church ministry where we were all 
active. We knew we wanted to be part of a neighborhood-
based project by loving God and loving others. Enter Fátima. 

THE BEGINNING
Even though the city of Fátima is only a 20-minute 

drive from my hometown, it was a new place for me. 
I did not know the neighborhood or the people, and I 
certainly did not know that 10 years later we would have 
a community garden in a public lot (provided by the local 
government), a strong family engagement, and regular 
activities during the week. I was yet to encounter a similar 
life-changing experience and witness it in others; in 2012, 
a new ministry looked like a new adventure to me. In 2022, 

that ministry is a visible space of God's love on earth. 
My husband, David McKeithen, and I have been 

leading this ministry over these years. We have been 
designing different spaces with our local team in response 
to the needs that we identified: home-based Bible studies, 
children’s activities, teen compassion trips and retreats, food 
assistance, house repairs, monthly family gatherings, and the 
development of our public lot. The public lot now contains 
a plant nursery, a food forest with more than 60 fruiting 
trees, a covered space for gatherings, and two bathrooms. 

THE PANDEMIC
Argentina went through a tough time, just as many 

other countries did. We were in full lockdown for eight 
months, and we still have plenty of restrictions into 2022. 
The health system collapsed and schools were closed during 
2020 and part of 2021. Most of our kids in Fátima were 
unable to access remote learning from their homes. Not 
everyone had access to the internet, and often families of 

T

God’s Active Love in Earth
HOW A GARDEN BECOMES MUCH 
MORE THAN FOOD IN ARGENTINA
BY KEILA RADI

In Argentina, a garden has become a place 
where young people can share life together. 



and complete missing schoolwork using two of the 
tablets. Two girls came over to use the bathroom, 
wondering if the area was a soup kitchen. Silvia 
and her friends told them about the weekly Bible 
school, but the experience stayed in her mind.

“That night at the dinner table, while my 
parents and aunt were talking, I tried several times 
to chime in with a question: ‘Why don't we start a 
children’s activity during the week?’” Silvia says. 
“They didn't hear me the first two times, but I 
insisted until they finally paid attention to me.”

The family spent the rest of the evening 
discussing the idea. Thank goodness Silvia had 
the courage to share what was in her heart. I 
am grateful that her family listened and fully 
supported the vision she had. Today, Silvia 
reflects on these past months, noting that the 
project has been worth the effort for the chance 
to see those “seeds” grow in children’s lives.

“Just like the plants around us in the 
garden, I can see how a seed of God's love can 
grow into something meaningful,” she says.

The children who come to visit remind Silvia of 
her own recent childhood gathering on a blanket 
in a park, especially one 5-year-old girl who comes 
to AGAPE and loves to memorize Bible verses.

“The Huerta, [the vegetable garden], became 
a space of love,” Silvia shares. “This is my family. 
A place where I feel safe. … Perhaps in their 
homes, kids don't receive hugs or encouragement, 
but here they receive and feel that love. I like 
to be her friend, someone she trusts, family.”

Over the years, I have evidenced some of the 
benefits of this neighborhood-based ministry. 
Silvia recently told me about one girl who often 
shouts a greeting to her when they are leaving 

“THEY COME TO SHARE,  
TO EAT, TO PLAY, TO 
LEARN, TO GROW.”

five or more members had to share just one cell phone 
device between them, much less a tablet or computer. 
Furthermore, these students and their parents faced 
the challenge of remote learning without having 
previously learned basic skills such as managing email, 
navigating online platforms, or searching the web. 

We worked on a project with Nazarene 
Compassionate Ministries to obtain five tablets with 

keyboards, and 
we installed 
internet in 
our property. 
Several 
teenagers used 
the tablets 
to access the 
information 
and complete 

all their missing schoolwork for 2020. This resource 
is still available beyond their classwork, as we still 
use them regularly in Bible school with the kids. In 
my mind, this was the goal of these tablets: we, as 
the church, identified a local need and provided the 
resources to accompany the holistic development 
of our kids and teens. But there was something 
more that God had in mind. Enter Silvia*.

SILVIA
Silvia is currently 15 years old and is the youngest 

of four siblings. Both her parents are now strong 
leaders in Fátima, and at age 5, she was part of our 
very first gatherings. She says she remembers those 
days, when the gatherings were held on a blanket in a 
neighborhood park. I’ve seen Silvia grow into a strong 
young lady who has adopted the heart of ministry. 

“I used to be part of the group of children, 
receiving from the activities, but now I have a 
different role: thinking and working for the children 
in the neighborhood,” she explains. “I wanted to 
be more active and not just sit and watch.” 

Enter AGAPE.

AGAPE
“Agape means unconditional love,” 

Silvia explains confidently.
We chose the name for this new project together, 

creating a space to gather twice a week in the garden 
when the neighborhood kids finish school. There, over 
some homemade snacks, we talk about a Bible verse, 
which we also call a “seed.” It sounds so simple, nothing 
new, but this new space allows us to have contact with 
the community during the week. The garden is open 
and active every other day, and the fact that it is linked 
to the end of the school day makes it a great space to 
reach out and connect to our neighbors. Silvia breaks 
it down to the basics: “We share God's love,” she says. 

In 2019, Silvia envisioned this in her heart. After 
being in lockdown for most of 2020, a few of the 
teenagers got together at the end of the year to study 

The weekly ministry to children is 
shared over homemade snacks. 
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school. “‘She is the girl from AGAPE!’” Silvia says 
the girl tells her mother. I celebrate that people 
recognize Silvia as the girl from AGAPE—the 
girl from “unconditional love.” At school, in the 
park, Silvia is pointing to Jesus and connecting 
others to a space where they can freely encounter 
Him and a community of people that are 
committed to a day-to-day Christlike lifestyle. 

TAKING A NEW PERSPECTIVE 
During the full lockdown, I was actively 

thinking of ways we could serve the community of 
Fátima. I remember feeling so frustrated—all of 
our activities involved gatherings, sharing meals 
and maté (an Argentine tea-like beverage that we 
share by drinking it from the same metal straw), 
playing together and, of course, giving lots of hugs. 
Fátima was clearly not a COVID-friendly deal. 

The school system was struggling, and when 
we got the five tablets, I felt we were at least doing 

something to respond to the need. To my surprise, 
the outcome of the new project did not revolve 
around the new “cool” technology. Yes, the kids and 
teens were excited and thankful to have this new 
resource to do homework and continue to learn, 
but they don’t come to the garden to sit in front of a 
tablet. They come to share, to eat, to play, to learn, 
and to grow. “Agape” is what is happening, and the 
tablets accompany this organic and human process. 

I see Silvia’s life and her impact through 
her service, and I can redefine my role in this 
ministry to see myself as a facilitator. My focus is 
to lift up and empower this younger generation, 
listening first to what God puts in their hearts 
and then working to enable what they need so 
that they can grow and develop their calling 
to carry on the ministry that God gave us. 

*Children’s names are changed for protection. 

AGAPE, a weekly children's program 
in the community garden, was born 
from one 15-year-old's dream.
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YOU CAN MAKE
THE DIFFERENCE

in a child’s future, today.

to lear n more, visi t 
NCM.ORG/SPONSOR

or email cs@ncm.org 
or call 800.310.6362.
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fter years of drug addiction that alienated Levi Millington 
from his wife, his family, himself, and God, Levi has 
found exactly what Reconciliation Ministries hopes 
to offer: help onto the path of reconciliation.

Millington followed Reconciliation’s three-phase discipleship 
program, and now he testifies to healing and wholeness in Christ. 
As part of the Phase 3 requirements, Millington is now helping 
Reconciliation’s ministry team, walking alongside others like himself as 
they experience deliverance from addiction to a new life in Christ. 

“I'm so passionate because my life was a mess,” Millington says. 
“[Being at Reconciliation], it’s been so fulfilling and so rewarding. 
It's the hardest, most awesome thing I've ever done in my life.”

Based in Columbia, South Carolina, Reconciliation Ministries is a 15-month, 
residential, Christian discipleship ministry that serves people like Millington 
who are struggling with substance abuse. The ministry community helps people 
dig below their addictions to address the root cause: their separation from God.

A

A  N E W 
C R E A T I O N

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RECONCILIATION MINISTRIES
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Since its inception in 2017, 187 students have given 
their lives to Christ, 43 students have been baptized, 
and 24 students have graduated from the program.

The staff and students are rapidly expanding 
Reconciliation Ministries’ campus in Beatty Downs on 
the outskirts of Columbia. The community is stricken 
with gang activity, crime, and drug abuse. After having 
already purchased seven buildings there, Reconciliation 
hopes to acquire 17 more, 
with plans underway 
to plant a church, too, 
in partnership with the 
Church of the Nazarene’s 
district leadership. Ashley 
Arrington, Reconciliation’s executive director, says 
that God’s hand has been visible all along the way.

“The theme that is continuously shared and 
spread is just the fact that a lot of the things 
that have happened haven’t made sense, but 
God has made them happen,” she says. 

 
A HEALING COMMUNITY 

Lucky Detty, founder of Reconciliation Ministries 
and director of operations, modeled the ministry 
on his own experiences as a student at a residential 
rehabilitation ministry. Like most of the staff, Detty 
knows what it’s like for Millington and other students to 
be in bondage to addictions. That’s why the staff are the 
best equipped to help the students who come to them.

“God takes everything that the enemy intends for 
harm and He turns it for good,” Detty says. “All the 
staff, besides Ashley, we’ve all had addiction issues. 
We don’t tell them how to get out of the place that 
they’re in. We get down in it and walk out with them. 

My background with addiction gives me validity.”
In fact, during his interview, Detty explained that 

he could look out the window of his current office 
and see the garage where he had spent a lot of time 
praying, questioning God, and crying. Reconciliation’s 
campus is in some of the same buildings where Detty 
had gone through his own program years ago. It was 
a dark time for him; his wife left him, and he didn’t 

see his daughter for two years. 
But, he explains, it helped him to 
get clean. Now, Detty can meet 
students right where they are.

“I was dead in my trespasses 
and sin,” he says. “In that 

moment, Christ died for me, and now I can tell 
other people about that same love and sacrifice. 
And to me, that's the best part of the story.”

A VISION FOR RECONCILIATION
Detty, who was recently ordained as an elder 

in the Church of the Nazarene, grew up completely 
removed from the church. He first gave his life 
to Christ during his residential program. When 
he completed it, he started working at Columbia 
International University (CIU), a Christian university. 

“One of the guys I was working with just kept 
telling me that I was called into ministry,” he 
explains. “I didn’t even know what that meant 
because I didn’t grow up in a Christian household.” 

Detty started taking classes at CIU, seeking to 
learn more about ministry. One night, while he 
was reading 2 Corinthians 5, God spoke to him. 

“[I] just read through this passage talking 
about how God has reconciled the world to Himself 
through Christ and that He wasn’t counting human 

“GOD SPOKE TO ME RIGHT 
THEN, AND HE SAID, 

‘RECONCILIATION MINISTRIES.’”

The ministry seeks to address addictions 
through relationships with Christ and others.
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sins against them and that He had given us the ministry 
of reconciliation,” Detty says. “God spoke to me right 
then, and He said, ‘Reconciliation Ministries.’”

Exuberant, Detty told everyone that he was going to 
open a new residential program for men struggling with 
addiction. He didn’t know exactly how to start, but he had 
his sister-in-law make business cards, which he began 
handing out to anyone who would take them. Reconciliation 
was becoming a reality through his persistent faith. 

FROM DREAMS TO REALITY
Getting the ministry off the ground—that’s where 

Executive Director Arrington comes into the picture. 
Arrington graduated from Olivet Nazarene University where, 
as a Business for Nonprofits minor, 
she earned a grant for a local 
ministry. The school newspaper 
wrote an article on the grant, but 
Arrington moved on to Colorado, 
where she worked at a female 
youth residential facility and as 
a case manager at a mental health center. The pastor at a 
Nazarene church in Columbia was looking for someone to 
help launch outreach ministry that would eventually become 
Reconciliation; he found Arrington’s name in the old Olivet 
article in a Google search for “Nazarene grant writers.” 

“Nothing is happenstance with God,” Arrington 
laughs. “Just the way that everyone has gotten here. 
… God’s all over this ministry, which is awesome.”

Eventually—and despite initially wanting to stay 
in Colorado—Arrington felt and heeded a call to 
move to Columbia full time. While she was originally 
part of a ministry outreach to students, the program 
eventually transformed into a recovery center. Driven 
by Detty’s passion, the first house for men facing 
addiction was opened. Today, Reconciliation Ministries 
has 25 two-bedroom apartments with capacity to 
serve 28 men and 9 women in a separate facility. 

A JOURNEY TOWARD CHRIST
The program starts with Phase 1, Rooted, in which 

the students build a new spiritual foundation for their 
lives on biblical principles. In this phase, they complete 
their first two contracts: giving their lives to Jesus Christ 
and understanding that they are made in God’s image. 
Additionally, they study and memorize the Bible, spend time 
in prayer and worship, attend daily chapel, experience a 
positive and encouraging Christian community, and complete 
14 Christian group studies on topics including conflict 
resolution and turning failure into learning moments.

In Phase 2, Restoration, the students focus on mending 
broken relationships. They complete three more contracts: 

spiritual growth, relationships, and 
servant leadership. Phase 2 also 
includes vocational training and life 
skills. Over the years, Reconciliation 
has developed strong relationships 
with local businesses where students 
can intern and train toward a post-

program vocation. The students are participating in group 
counseling, receiving dental and vision care when needed, 
and earning the ability to make off-campus family visits.

In Phase 3, Remain, the ministry is helping students 
transition back into the wider community—their families, 
churches and workplaces—as Christian leaders. They are 
receiving help to overcome barriers to independent living, 
including lack of employment and legal documents. They are 
also resolving any outstanding legal issues while learning 
budgeting skills and taking on financial responsibilities, such 
as working to pay for their housing at Reconciliation. Every 
day of the week is tightly structured from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
with planned activities, starting with household chores. The 
students share three meals together, gather daily for prayer, 
worship, and chapel, attend classes and meetings, conduct 
ministry work, and are given daily personal time, including 
for phone calls, journaling, and individual devotions.

“… A LOT OF THE THINGS THAT 
HAVE HAPPENED HAVEN’T 

MADE SENSE, BUT GOD HAS 
MADE THEM HAPPEN.”

The center's apartments, which are made 
available to graduates, before renovations.

The program aims to cultivate long-term 
transformation, including graduates.
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MAKING THE COMMITMENT 
The 15-month program is an intense time 

of self-discovery for students like Millington. 
Most of them come only when they have hit rock 
bottom and lost everything, including their most 
important relationships. They have run out of 
options and realize they cannot help themselves.

Millington’s drug addiction had landed him in 
jail, but even that wasn’t enough for him to seek help. 
When he was back out, one day he was sharing a 
batch of heroin with his best friend. Millington used a 
larger amount, but his tolerance was higher. His best 
friend wasn’t so fortunate; he overdosed and died.

“When you do drugs, when you're bound by your 
addiction,” Millington says, “you're incapable of loving 
anybody else but yourself. It still took a lot of jail time, 
it still took a lot of manipulating and lying and my best 
friend dying of an overdose for me to do something 
about that truth that was planted in my heart.”

The horror of that tragedy and loss drove 
Millington to remember a church service he had 
attended once during which a visiting speaker talked 
about finding freedom from heroin addiction. That 
speaker was Brian Poirer, program and outreach 
coordinator at Reconciliation. During that service, he 
had shared about his own journey with addiction. 

“I'm hearing this pastor talk about how he 
used to shoot heroin,” Millington says. “… for 
me, it was the Holy Spirit marrying this truth 
to my heart—God does use people like me.”

That truth, planted years before, finally helped 
a desperate Millington to track down Brian and 
ask for help. Millington’s pastor bought his plane 
ticket to Columbia, where Millington met the staff 
and decided to enroll at Reconciliation, too.

Students go through a series of contracts 
throughout their time in residence.

The apartments and job-training can 
help graduates stay sober long-term. 
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EXCHANGING LIES FOR TRUTH
At Reconciliation Ministries, Millington and 

other students learn that their addictions are 
rooted in something deeper. This is a central 
tenet of the ministry: that addiction is merely a 
symptom of the brokenness all humans experience 
when they are separated from God. Students are 
challenged to discard a life of lies and dig into the 
truth and transformative grace of God’s love.

“I did drugs because of abandonment 
issues, because of abuse, because of lack of self-
worth, because of anger, because of identity 
issues; all these things,” Millington says. “Once 
I got a couple months of clarity, I realized I still 
had those things I had to deal with because 
the drugs are just what's on the surface.”

Through studying the Bible in a Christian 
community, Millington has come to accept who he is 
as a child of God. He explains that he had to exchange 
a lot of lies he had been using to form his identity. 

“God loves me so much, to put people like that in 
my life who would push me and drive and motivate 
me to be able to tell the truth,” he says. “God's Word 
runs synonymous with truth. Peace runs synonymous 
with truth, and I have the peace to tell the truth now.”

As Millington progressed into Phase 2, he 
worked on mending his broken relationships. 
Through the grace of God, his marriage is healing. 
His wife chose not to divorce him but to relocate to 
South Carolina to join him on his journey. It hasn’t 
been easy, and there is still a lot of broken trust.

“But she trusts God's Word in me,” Millington 
says. “Because she has seen what God's done in my 
life, it's easier for her to co-labor and work alongside.”

HEALING THROUGH WORK
Now that he is in Phase 3, Millington is 

giving back to Reconciliation Ministries as a 
student intern. He counsels other students and 
helps coordinate jobs for them. For instance, an 

employment agency may call with a work need, and 
Millington helps to negotiate the wage and match 
up students with the project. He also finds and 
facilitates projects that students can do together. 

“Word has gotten around that students 
who have completed the ministry make good 
employees, so there’s a high demand,” Arrington 
explains. “We vet the businesses, too, so the 
students are going into a safe environment.” 

Reconciliation, which is 75 percent dependent 
on the generosity of churches and individual donors, 
is also establishing its own businesses for the dual 
purpose of providing work experience for students while 
moving the ministry to be more self-sustaining. Those 

Students work together with staff to 
identify spiritual gifts and callings.

The center is available to people from 
all areas of the United States.
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business include a thrift store and a mobile coffee truck, 
which features in-house roasted coffee beans for sale. 

Ensuring students have reliable housing, find 
meaningful work, and are involved in ongoing ministry 
are all part of Reconciliation’s strategy for long-term 
transformation. This is a key feature of Reconciliation’s 
program, something both Detty and Arrington 
pointed to as a unique feature of the ministry.

“If we can't give our students places to thrive after 
the ministry, the chances of relapse are pretty high,” 
Detty says. “So, say you complete a ministry and now 
you don't have anywhere to live. What are you going 
to do? You don't have first month's rent, last month's 
rent, security deposit—and you have a record.” 

Phase 3 exists to make the transition out of the ministry 
easier and set students up for greater success. Apartment 
space in the ministry-owned buildings is rented out to 
graduates, who are able to better manage budgeting. 

“We always say we’d much rather have quality 
over quantity,” Arrington explains. “We’d rather 
help people for years to come—really for generations 
because the kids’ lives are changed as well.”

In addition to housing, the staff are always working 
to help students identify their God-given spiritual gifts 
and to discern how God wants to use them now and in 
the future. Three students are enrolled in online college 
courses, with tuition assistance from Reconciliation, 
because they have answered God’s call to ministry.

The students visit churches in the area regularly 
to sing as a choir—an activity Detty jokes isn’t really 

optional—and share their testimonies. Millington can’t 
help but tell people what God has done for him.

“I just have to tell the truth,” he says. “And the truth 
is, I've been set free from my addiction. God puts people 
in our lives that are just a little bit further down the road 
from us, who have come exactly from where we've come 
from, who tell us, ‘Come on, just a little further.’ That's 
how God is with us. In Christ, we’re a new creation. I'm 
not a cleaned-up dope fiend. I'm a new creation.”

Students receive job training and work 
with vetted businesses in the community.

Reconciliation staff prioritize quality 
of services and relationships.

Reconciliation Ministries 
is open to anyone seeking 
freedom from addiction, 

not only residents of South 
Carolina. If you would like 
to learn more or reach out, 
visit reconciliation-min.org 

or call 803-727-4697. 
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n each of the tables set up in a church 
fellowship hall in Paris, France, plastic 
crates of food are filled as quickly 
as the trucks bringing the goods are 

unloaded. Trained volunteers already know where the 
food should go, dividing it to make sure each basket 
has a variety of options and follows dietary needs. 

Outside, the trucks squeeze through narrow Paris 
streets, delivering food they’ve spent the morning 
collecting from grocery stores all around the city. The 
donated food will go to families 
from all walks of life—some 
are in Paris as refugees, others 
don’t qualify for the federal aid 
system but also can’t afford food 
to last to the end of the month. 

The food distribution is a 
service of what has come to be called “the association.” 
It was originally born out of the Church of the 
Nazarene’s mission in France: to dynamically and 
relevantly serve communities through projects run by 
members of those communities. This last part is key. 
The association has grown to fulfill that mission and is 
completely community run. About 50 other registered 
members make up the association, including roughly 30 

volunteers who donate many hours of time each week. 
The members pay a small fee annually to have a voice 
in the association, though a crate of food is available for 
only two euros to those without membership as well.

BECOMING PARTNERS 
Mintou Diop is one of those volunteers, spending 

as many hours at the association each week as she 
would at a full-time job. She has been involved 
with the distribution from its inception, organizing 

the other volunteers, scheduling 
routes, and facilitating everything 
in between. Every evening prior to 
the distribution, she confirms which 
of the grocery stores the association 
has contracts with will have food to 
donate and arranges the routes for 

each of the five refrigerated trucks. Usually, that’s 
around 36 grocery stores spread out across the city.

“Of all the highs and lows over the years, what 
keeps me giving is someone thanking me,” she says.

Often, families will tell Mintou that the food 
distribution is what will help get them through the 
week, whether that’s due to unemployment, refugee 
status, or a personal crisis. During the COVID-19 

A COMMUNITY-RUN ASSOCIATION 

IN PARIS MEETS PEOPLE 

WHERE THEY ARE

PHOTOS AND WORDS BY CALLIE STEVENS

O

Bloom

P l a n t e d
WhereYou're

“YOU START WITH WHAT  
YOU HAVE, EVEN IF 

IT IS LITTLE, AND GO 
FROM THERE.”
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pandemic, so many people needed a little extra that 
the association couldn’t keep up with the demand. 
The regular average of 30 people per day (many of 
whom are collecting food for their whole family, 
reaching many more people) jumped to more than 
200. There wasn’t always enough food, but the 
volunteers came in anyway and tried to help where 
they could. Around 90 percent of them discovered the 
association as recipients. They knew what it was like. 

Imran* also volunteers at the food distribution 
every Saturday. He started as a recipient, too. Five 
years ago, he fled his home country to seek a safer life 
in Europe, leaving behind his wife and three children. 
He found himself stuck in a refugee camp in Croatia 
while he waited for his claim for asylum to be processed. 
Asylum claims are complicated; Imran had anticipated 
being separated from his family for a few months, 
not multiple years. Eventually, he was connected to 
Nazarene missionaries in Croatia, who become like 
family—“Really, they changed my life,” he says. 

From there, he ended up in France as an asylum 
seeker. He didn’t speak the language or know any 
of the systems, and the process for applying for 
asylum was brand new. “When I came here to 
France …. I didn’t know anything,” he says.  

A stranger who was touched by his story 
bought him a ticket to Paris, the center of all 
asylum claims and processes. “When someone 
does something like this for me, I don’t forget,” he 
explains. “If I don’t give back to him, then [I will 
give to] someone else, because I don’t forget.” 

Imran appointed himself as unofficial liaison 
for anyone else who is new to France as a refugee 
or asylum seeker while his claim went through the 
hoops. He jokes that he made a deal with God: if 
he had to stay in France and wait, then God should 
use him as much as possible. “It’s not, ‘I have 
to do that,’” he explains. “I want to do that.” 

Imran’s story might be a different one if it weren’t 
for the people who stepped in alongside him when he 

The association in France is organized, facilitated, 
and dreamed up by members of the community. 

Dozens of volunteers keep the 
programs running each week.

The Resourcerie provides home 
goods at discounted prices. 
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arrived. Initially, he lived in an apartment owned by the 
association, one of several that it makes available on sliding 
leases for those who might not get approved right away 
on their own. And then there was the food distribution, 
and the people who accepted him and wanted to help. 
Each of these has informed his own 
decision to do the same rather 
than become weighed down by 
the process of seeking asylum and 
being separated from his family. 

“If I get always sad, sad, sad, 
what will be changed?” Imran 
asks. “I can’t say I’m 100 percent 
happy because of my family, but I can say I’m 90 
percent happy because I am in the service of God.” 

MEETING NEEDS 
Imran’s story is one of many; each of the people 

who have been in contact with the association has a 
story. Those involved in the association have allowed 
these stories to inform how the services are shaped. 
Brian Ketchum, who serves as a Nazarene missionary 
and is also a member of the association, explains 
that each service has come from someone seeing or 
experiencing a need and wanting to address it. The 
association and its many partners have endeavored to, 
“... bloom where you’re planted,” Ketchum explains. 

Yacine Monteiro has also been part of the association 
from the beginning. In fact, her husband, José, was the 
original founder. Now, Yacine helps run another big 
service of the association: the Ressourcerie, or Resource 
Center. Located in Champagne-sur-Seine, the center 
serves both people and the environment by partnering 
with the city to collect furniture and home goods that 
people in the area no longer need. Then, the center 
sorts these goods to sell at an extremely discounted 
rate to those who are in need or use them to furnish 
their four apartments, like the one Imran lived in.

“We find we are very blessed to have the relationship 
with the city and those things,” Yacine explains. 

The center also provides a space for job training, another 
feature created when one of the volunteers saw that it 
would be helpful. These services are constructed on second 
chances for those who may not have otherwise gotten them. 

“So far, we're trying to figure out [if we can 
help],” Ketchum explains. “And then how do 
we help? One of the things that’s hard for our 
group is that we can’t do everything.” 

Ketchum also explains that "A lot of God-sized 
parts had to come together," to create the food 
distribution program, the resource center, the job 
training program, the apartments, and, perhaps most 
importantly, the community leaders to take charge.

GETTING STARTED 
Back in the distribution center, the crates of food are 

getting full, and people are beginning to gather in the 
hallway outside. Later, a dance class will be held in this 
space; the Lutheran Church that owns this fellowship 

hall has prioritized community 
partnerships like this one. France 
has many social services available, 
but accessing those services comes 
with many requirements. The 
association’s ethos is different: when 
someone needs something, they 

figure out how to get it, regardless of socioeconomic 
status, gender, age, ethnicity, or religious affiliation. 

“You can’t wait to have everything in place 
to start,” Yacine says. “You start with what you 
have, even if it is little, and go from there.” 

*Name has been changed for safety.

“WHEN SOMEONE DOES 
SOMETHING LIKE THIS 

FOR ME, I DON’T FORGET.”

Each program was developed as 
the needs and skills arose. 
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HARVEST 
The First 

HOW BANANA PLANTS 
ARE CHANGING ONE 
COMMUNITY IN RWANDA 

PHOTOS AND WORDS BY LAUREN SNODGRASS

eace, a young mother who lives just 
down the dirt road from the church, 
quietly walked among a grove of 
banana trees with a dozen or so of 

her co-laborers. They were examining the young 
trees they’d planted, which sprawl across the hilly 
property of Kageyo Church of the Nazarene, and 
pruning a few here and there as they walked. 

As the group of mostly women looked out over 
the healthy maturing plants that were once small 
seedlings, there was a sense of pride as they showed 
off their hard work. In just a few months, the trees 
would be heavy with plantains and sweet bananas, 
which will be used to help the whole community 
move toward food security. It would be the first 
harvest; some bananas would be sold at a reduced 
price, and others would be given away to neighbors.  

THE POTENTIAL OF PLANTS
A year and a half prior, Kageyo Church of the 

Nazarene had been sitting on two and a half acres 
of undeveloped land in the lush, green hilly district 

of Gicumbi, Rwanda, 
just north of Kigali. The 
undulating landscape 
and year-round cool 
weather make it 
difficult to grow food 
there, leaving many 
with little to eat and 

few options to earn money to buy food. However, 
the region is prime for growing bananas, which 
are hearty plants and offer multiple varieties for 
this particular landscape and climate. Yet, while 
this area is ripe for growing bananas, the most 
common type of banana tree grown in Gicumbi 
and across Rwanda is not used for nourishment 
but for brewing beer, making other varieties of 
nutritional bananas scarce and expensive.  

The church desired to see the community 
flourish and recognized the potential in their 
property. In partnership with Growing Hope 
Globally and Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, 
they readied their land to grow banana trees. Now, 
their land hosts three varieties of bananas that 
will soon nourish their neighbors. This initiative 
has already provided employment opportunities 
for community members like Peace. Once the 
bananas reach maturity, the hope is for 400 
families to receive the fruit of their labor. In the 
near future, there are plans to host trainings on 
banana crop management to surrounding rural 
communities, and each family will be given an 

“WHERE ONCE THERE WAS 
AN EMPTY FIELD, NOW THERE 

IS NEW LIFE SPRINGING 
FROM THE SOIL."

P
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offshoot banana plant to grow in their kitchen gardens.  
These once-small green and yellow trees 

are already impacting the community. As Peace 
walks through the field, she shares how the 
banana plants are playing a role in her life.

“I can say that the project has been a blessing to 
us,” she says. “We have been employed. We got paid 
from the project. The outcomes from the project helped 
us strengthen our lives, especially the women.” 

GROWING RESILIENCY 
Those outcomes for this project 

include not just employment 
but also training on modern 
techniques of planting, caring for, 
and harvesting bananas as well 
as a new self-help group. The 
40-member group meets weekly in the church sanctuary 
just on top of the hill over the banana field. At each group 
meeting, one person is given a portion from the savings 
to use toward individual income generating activities. 

“The result is that we’ve gathered together as 
women and made a self-help group,” Peace shares. 
“… it has a great impact on our life. We may have a 
challenge of financial support, but we keep going.” 

These small contributions given each week to 
a member have helped the women pay for health 

insurance for their families, buy or fix up their homes, 
and take care of the basic needs of their family, like 
increased access to food and education fees. 

Back in the field, as the women head toward the 
church, the noise of livestock is audible, coming from a 
nearby shed with a long, thatched roof. The women smile 
and walk over to greet the newest additions to the banana 
project: pigs and piglets. Learning from a similar NCM 
and Growing Hope Globally project in another district a 

few hours away, they decided to start 
a pig farm. A dozen or so animals 
greet their visitors with snuffles. 

“With the pigs, our target is to have 
around 1,000 pigs that [will] help with 
fertilizer for the fields,” Peace explains. 

Already, there’s evidence of the 
pigs’ waste, mixed with other elements 

like grass, being used as fertilizer. Later, the pigs will 
be sold for food or given away to community members 
to raise and reproduce, providing yet another way to 
move the community toward greater access to food and 
financial security. The revenue collected from the sale of 
pigs will be used to maintain the existing banana trees. 
Ultimately, the project should be self-sustainable. 

While COVID-19 restrictions presented challenges 
for the community, the one activity that was not 
restricted was tending to the fields. The women 

“WE MAY HAVE A CHALLENGE 
OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT, 

BUT WE KEEP GOING.”

Women involved with the ministry say 
that it has strengthened their lifes.
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explained that it was a time of great discouragement for many, 
but the banana project provided jobs and a place for people 
to gather. With some restrictions on gatherings lifted, the 
church grounds are a hub of activity once again as community 
members care for the banana trees and pigs, host agriculture 
trainings, a weekly Bible study, and the self-help group. 

Together, the community is moving toward greater 
food security, and women like Peace are finding strength 
and encouragement as they learn new skills and are better 
able to provide for their families. Where once there was an 
empty field, now there is new life springing from the soil. 

“We believe we have challenges,” Peace 
says. “We request you to pray for us.”

Imizuzu is a boiled and fried plantain 
dish often served in Rwanda as a 
snack, side dish or dessert, depending 
on how sweet they are. If serving as a 
dessert, consider a scoop of ice cream 
and a drizzle of honey.

Will need:
- Oil for frying
- 2-4 plantains (for a sweeter treat, 
use ripe plantain)
 

Bring a large pot of water to a boil.

While water is coming to a boil, 
peel the plantains and cut them 
into slices about half an inch thick 
or less.  

Place the sliced plantain into 
the boiling water and boil for 20 
minutes, pushing the plantain 
under the water as they boil.

Preheat oil in large skillet over 
medium high heat. Add enough oil 
so that the tops of the plantain are 
barely covered.

Once the oil is hot, remove the 
plantain from the boiling water 
and fry the plantain pieces in the 
heated oil until browned.

MAKE YOUR OWN 
PLANTAINS 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Livestock also help the women 
become more financially secure.
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t the end of 2021, I found myself 
sitting in a circle with a group of youth, 
their families, and select staff from a 
local school. The youth were facing 

potential charges of trespassing and vandalism. 
The amount of damage to the school meant they 
were facing a Class B misdemeanor charge. 

The Office of the Prosecuting Attorney decided to 
use a restorative justice alternative that would allow 
the students to make amends without charges being 
pressed. During their time in the circle with the staff, 
the young people shared what had happened that day, 
explaining why they were on campus and the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on their lives. The staff 
also shared, highlighting the impact of the students’ 
actions and the fear that had spread on campus. 

The community is a small one, and both groups 
already knew each other. The staff members thanked 
the young people for their bravery in having a face-
to-face conversation. Together, both groups devised a 
plan to hold the youth accountable for their actions—
restitution for damage, volunteering at the school, 
and an apology letter to the staff. These measures 
were implemented while simultaneously giving those 
harmed a voice in the process and avoiding criminal 
records for youth in the community. A connection 
was made and relationships were restored.

A RESTORATIVE WORK IN HAWAII
Hawaii leads the United States in the percentage 

of students arrested, and those students are 
disproportionately Native Hawaiian, other Pacific 
Islander, and Black. Historically, schools have 
utilized a discriminatory reliance on police to deal 
with status offenses like truancy, curfew violation, 
and running away. However, sociologists at the 
University of Hawaii show that such offenses 
are better resolved in non-criminal proceedings, 
including restorative justice processes. These 
create spaces that can be utilized as an alternative 
to criminality, creating a system of restoration 
and change that allows for better opportunities 
in the future. In the United States, the majority 
of youth ages 16 and older who interact with the 
juvenile justice system never return to formal 
education. In fact, being locked up as a juvenile is 
the strongest predictor of adult incarceration. 

We began to wonder: what if the church 
could join in the restorative justice process, 
taking an active role in addressing conflict in our 
communities? In an effort to answer that question, 
the Hawaii Pacific Nazarene District is working to 
create restorative justice cohorts on each island 
through local Nazarene churches, including those 
on Oahu, Kauai, Molokai, Maui, and Hawaii Island. 

Sitting Together 
For Peace

How Nazarenes in Hawaii are 
engaging in restorative justice 

BY ERIC PAUL, HAWAI‘I PACIFIC DISTRICT COORDINATOR FOR JUSTICE AND COMPASSION

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERIC PAUL



27NCM.ORG
27NCM.ORG

Restorative justice is a framework or lens by which a 
community can address conflict and build peace in a way 
that values different perspectives. In short, it represents 
an active process that draws together those who have been 
affected by an action that has caused harm or strain to 
relationships. The act of repairing or rebuilding relationships 
requires the acknowledgement of harm and subsequent 
needs, addressing obligations, building empathy and 
connection, and making things right. Restorative justice 
processes can be used alongside criminal proceedings 
as well as in instances of non-criminal neighbor or 
community conflicts that cause harm to relationships.

TRAINING FOR RECONCILIATION 
We all experience conflicts in our life, and the church 

is no different—what matters is how we engage conflict. In 
my experience, many churches have not developed the tools 
to engage and navigate conflict 
in healthy ways, and so when our 
communities experience conflict, 
we as the church aren’t sure what 
to do. In Hawaii, we are adopting 
proven practices of reconciliation 
so we can better live out God’s 
reconciliation in our communities. 

In February 2022, 14 Nazarene pastors and leaders 
gathered for a three-day training in peace circles, the 
practice outlined in the introduction above. The Hawaii 
Pacific District is beginning to advocate for the use of peace 
circles as a tool to create a space where reconciliation can 
happen. At the training, facing each other in an equal ring, 
Nazarene pastors were able to share their stories—stories 
of generational and historical trauma, awkward cultural 
conflicts in a state with a population of mixed ethnicities, 
conflicts over land use, church board disagreements, and 
struggles navigating gender dynamics in patriarchal cultures. 

Human beings have sat together in circles for thousands 
of years, sharing meals, community, discourse, and 
solutions. Connecting to one another, addressing particular 

situations or conflicts, deepening relationships—humans 
have generally done these things while sitting around a fire 
or table. Today, the restorative justice technique of peace 
circles has been adapted from indigenous principles and 
practices (including those from First Nations communities 
in Canada, the Maori, and the Navajo, to name a few) with 
contemporary conflict resolution methodologies. Briefly, a 
peace circle process creates a space strong enough to hold 
intense conversations yet soft enough to move a group toward 
consensus. Circles promote equality, listening and inclusion, 
connection, and accountability. They can lead toward 
group healing, community building, and the restoration. 

By the end of the training, the participants were 
prepared to implement talking circles, celebration circles, 
support circles, and community building circles, each a 
tool to build reconciliation. The next step is both practice 
in circle processes and additional training in handling 

conflicts and trauma for both the 
church and community at large. 

Participants saw the use of circles 
in their contexts. Some considered the 
potential in discipling small groups, 
addressing conflicts in a church, 
seeking discernment, engaging in grief 
work in and out of a hospital context, 

and supporting survivors. Others saw the use of circles 
among student leaders to reflect and teach or in conflicts 
between local residents and new homeowners. Isabella 
Barrett, an ordained elder in the Church of the Nazarene 
and Hawaii State Department of Education teacher, joined 
the training in February. Afterward, she shared that she 
was hopeful that the use of circles would help her connect 
better in her church as well as building a partnership with 
a neighboring school. “Our district needs this,” she said.

There is great potential in the work of restorative 
justice, and as a church, we are called to step into spaces of 
reconciliation to be witnesses of the peace of Christ in our 
communities. May we all become a holy training ground.  

Restorative justice creates space for 
conversations and understanding.

“OUR DISTRICT 
NEEDS THIS.”
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esus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman 
at the well (John 4) shows us a pathway 
to a deeper relationship with the poor. …

When Jesus meets the Samaritan woman 
at the well, he knows her immediate (felt) need is for 
water from the well, and he does not ignore this need 
in order to meet her deeper need for eternal life. His 
first words to her were not, “You are a sinner; you 
need to accept me into your life; God loves you and 
has a wonderful plan for your life”; or, “If you have 
enough faith you can drink all the water you want.”

Instead, Jesus says to her, “Give me a drink 
of water.” He did not start by saying, “I can help 
you.” He wanted her to know that she could 
help him. … By talking to her and asking her for 
help—demonstrating she had something of value 

that she could share with him—Jesus affirmed her 
dignity and broke down the wall of distrust. …

Jesus goes directly to the people and loves and 
affirms them. … Jesus’ method of ministering to 
people around their needs offers us a powerful 
example. Jesus met the Samaritan woman around 
her deepest felt need (having her dignity affirmed), 
loved her around that need (by starting an unheard-
of dialogue), made her need his very own (asking for 
a drink), then shared with her the “wonderful plan” 
by helping her discover for herself her deeper need.

 

Excerpt from Beyond Charity: The Call to Christian 
Community Development by John M. Perkins.

V O I C E S

J
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G o  D e e p e r

LISTEN 
In The Protagonistas podcast, Kat Armas invites 
the audience to listen in on conversations she 
shares with Black, indigenous, and other women 
of color as they consider together the form that 
biblical justice takes in the world today.

READ 
Inspired by conversations Brian Fikkert found himself 
fielding after co-authoring the book When Helping 
Hurts, his new book, Becoming Whole: Why the 
Opposite of Poverty isn’t the American Dream, outlines 
ministries that address poverty with, not for, those 
who are experiencing it. A companion workbook, A 
Field Guide to Becoming Whole, is also available.

WATCH
In Sally McNamara Ivey’s TED Talk, “What I’ve Learned 
from Reading 10,000 Diaries,” she explores loss and 
ways of coping with grief together with others who 
grieve. She gives voice to her faith, recognizing the ways 
her prayers sustained her after losing her husband and 
encouraging others toward solidarity by saying, “I am 
not alone. You are not alone. We are not alone.” 
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STUDY
Follow up the book above with A Field Guide to Becoming 
Whole: Principles for Poverty Alleviation Ministries, 
also by Fikkert and Kapic. This guide offers practical 
instruction for small groups and ministries working 
from the theological foundation outlined in Becoming 
Whole. The workbook leads groups through principles for 
designing ministries that address poverty alleviation. 
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S n a p s h o t

“We are not to 
simply bandage 

the wounds of 
victims beneath 

the wheels of 
injustice, we are to 

drive a spoke into 
the wheel itself.”

-Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer

To read more about how churches are responding to the crisis in Ukraine, turn to page 7.
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For more information about signing up to sponsor a child today, visit  

NCM.ORG/SPONSOR

GIVE A CHILD 
THE GIFT OF 
POSSIBILITY.

N A Z A R E N E
C O M P A S S I O N A T E
M I N I S T R I E S

I would like to sponsor a child for $30 a month:   l l Yes

I would like to sponsor:   l l Greatest Need       ll Boy      l l Girl

I would like to sponsor a child from:  l l Greatest Need      l l Africa       l l Asia       ll Asia-Pacific       ll Caribbean 
 ll  Eastern Europe       l l Latin America       l   l Middle East    

Name / Group ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person (if different) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address / City / State / ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________ Email  ___________________________________________________________________

Church to receive 10% giving credit  _____________________________________________________________________________________

You can mail this form to: Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, Child Sponsorship
  17001 Prairie Star Parkway, Lenexa, KS 66220

No payment is due now. You will receive information by mail about the child you sponsor.
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NAZARENE COMPASSIONATE MINISTRIES
Church of the Nazarene
17001 Prairie Star Pkwy
Lenexa, KS 66220
(800) 310-6362
info@ncm.org

Give today at ncm.org/give

Together, we can 
make sure active 

compassion is 
possible, right 

when it’s needed.


