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TRANSFORMED
BY HOPE
AND DIGNITY
B y  N e l l  B e c k e r  S w e e d e n

In living out the compassion of 
Jesus in our world, we stand between 
the hope and triumph of God’s 
kingdom come and the hurt and 
brokenness of our present world. This 
issue of the NCM Magazine ushers 
us into the risky and courageous 
business of following Jesus. And, 
yet, in these stories I invite you to 
celebrate with us in the true joy 
we receive by serving God through 
sharing His compassion with others. 

We joyfully celebrate how people 
are transformed by the hope and 
dignity that comes in the tangible 
good news of Jesus Christ. 

The author of Hebrews in 12:2 
celebrates Jesus’ faithfulness by 
describing His joy in the cross. In 
the same sentence we find joy and 
shame, death and the throne of God, 
as well as the triumph of a Savior 
who was killed. Something is going 
on here. Joy found in the midst of 
suffering is the great scandal of the 
Christian message. It is a hidden 
message of hope that is foolishness 
to the world, but we know it to be 
life changing and earth shattering. 

Our hope and our joy are found in 
Jesus the Son. We worship a Savior 

O P E N I N G  N O T E S

who became a little baby, who lived 
among the people as ordinary and 
misunderstood, who grew up and 
opened wide the message of God’s 
salvation for the world, and who 
suffered for us. Our joy is in God 
who is Immanuel—a God who is with 
us. Our joy is that we are not alone 
in this world or in our sufferings. 

Our joy is in Jesus who lived 
and died to bring to fruition a 
Kingdom that is truly upside down. 
It is a message of hope, not for the 
rich and powerful of the world, 
but for the poor, the meek, and 
the suffering. The powers of the 
world would not recognize it, and 
yet we know a surprising joy in a 
crucified Savior who is risen. 

It is a peculiar message that we 
celebrate in today’s world. We live in a 
world full of much need, but we have 
ever abundant good news to share. 
There are quite literally millions of 
flesh and blood Christians who are 
living out a different hope than the 
way of the world. They are professing 
joy in the midst of pain and sadness. 
They are proclaiming and living into a 
new reality that is of the Reign of God. 

 

 “... looking to Jesus the pioneer 

and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the sake of the joy that was 

set before him endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame, and 

has taken his seat at the right 

hand of the throne of God.”

Hebrews 12:2
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Klara Palatinus made the somewhat sudden decision 
to sponsor a child when she was driving to work one 
morning. She was thinking about her sister as she drove, 
considering how foundational her sister was to the 
family. At that moment, a radio station announced a 
sponsorship drive, highlighting a child that had the same 
birthday as Palatinus’ sister. 
Although she pulled over 
and called immediately, 
that particular child had 
already been sponsored by 
the time she got through. 

“I was so heartbroken, 
I had to make a split[-
second] decision right there 
and then, and I decided 
to sign up to sponsor ‘most needed,’” Palatinus says. 

Although the sponsorship program advertised on 
the radio was not through Nazarene Compassionate 
Ministries, Palatinus felt that sponsoring through 
NCM was what she wanted to do. It was not that 
she hadn’t heard about the program before. She’d 
considered it, but it never felt like the time was right. 

Three years after that drive to work, Palatinus is 
sponsoring four children through NCM. Before that 

morning, she had always worried that the cost would 
be too high. Now, though, she would encourage anyone 
to act, challenging them to sponsor not one but two 
children. After all, that’s only two dollars a day, she says. 

Sponsorship has been a life-changing experience, 
Palatinus adds. She has always cared deeply for others—

even as a child, she says she 
was a peacemaker—but she 
never had biological children. 

“ … God, as always, does 
not disappoint,” she says. “He 
made it possible for me to have 
children by becoming a sponsor. 
I now have three boys and 
one girl all over the world.”

Often, Palatinus says she thinks 
of what Jesus says in Matthew 25: … for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me … (Matthew 25:35-36). She is grateful 
that she is helping the children as well as their families.

“If I could, I would sponsor every one 
of those thousands of children who are 
waiting for someone,” Palatinus says.

A SPLIT-SECOND 
DECISION

C O N N E C T I O N  P O I N T S

"I WAS SO HEARTBROKEN, I 
HAD TO MAKE A SPLIT[-SECOND] 

DECISION RIGHT THERE AND 
THEN, AND I DECIDED TO SIGN UP 

TO SPONSOR ‘MOST NEEDED.’”

Klara Palatinus (New Jersey, USA)

s p o n s o r s h i p  s p o t l i g h t
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Before the sun is up, groups of teenagers are 
gathered together around a retreat center, studying the 
Bible. Later, after breakfast and a morning service, they 
will disperse onto a large field to play frisbee or soccer. 

The 51 teens at the retreat are part of a church-led 
summit for pastors’ children in the Philippines, part 
of a larger plan to engage youth in the country as a 
whole. In a country where the median age is 24 years 
old, listening to young people is crucial. This particular 
event, called “Born to Lead,” was organized to give 
the pastors’ children a chance to develop both support 
groups and leadership skills, says Jasmin Eugenio, 
the Children’s Ministries Coordinator for the field.

“That’s our emphasis in the region, to 
equip children,” Eugenio says. “We will 
not just hold the baton the whole time, 
we pass it to the next generation.” 

Eugenio spearheaded the summit along with a 
committee. It followed another youth leadership 

BORN TO LEAD
The Philippines Focuses on Youth
Reporting by  NCM Communications
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g l o b a l  f o c u s

PHOTOS BY CALLIE STEVENS

Students from all over the Philippines gathered to 
learn leadership skills and support each other. 

Ana (L) and Daria (R) say that they hope there will be 
more opportunities for young people—particularly 
pastors' kids—to gather and support each other.
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event two years ago, and Eugenio says there are 
more such events to come. The Church of the 
Nazarene in the Philippines wants to become 
known for reaching out to the next generation. 
So while this event focused on pastors’ children, 
the church wants to engage all young people.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
Neither Ana nor Daria want to become pastors 

themselves, although they both also acknowledged that, 
as 16-year-olds, a lot could still change. But the summit 
wasn’t just to encourage the young people to ministry; 
it was also to give them tools to become leaders 
regardless of where they are—or where they end up. 

“Without leaders, everything is jumbled,” says Ana. 
“We need good leaders who can understand the people, 
leaders who can lead people to where they should be.” 

Daria laughs, saying: “And to push 
them sometimes, because people like to 
stay in their comfort zones, like me!”

Amanda, 14, says she learned at the event that she 
needn’t be a pastor to share the word of God. “I’m very, 
very shy, and it’s so hard to communicate with others 
because of their language,” she says. “I learned that 
language is not a barrier to sharing the word of God.”

Eugenio acknowledges that there may be some 
people who don’t think so much emphasis should be 
placed on youth. She also says that the challenge of a 
new strategy is increasing among the church leaders. 

“WE NEED GOOD LEADERS WHO 
CAN UNDERSTAND THE PEOPLE, 

LEADERS WHO CAN LEAD PEOPLE 
TO WHERE THEY SHOULD BE.” 

The students at the event could bond through games 
as well as sharing deeply personal testimonies. 

In the Philippines, regional leaders are empowering young 
people to become leaders themselves, no matter the field.
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They are beginning to see a trend of children 
ministering to their parents. By pouring into 
the lives of the younger generation, they are 
proving that children aren’t only the future of 
the church; they are also the church right now.  

As pastors’ children, the young people at 
this particular event are even more subject 
to scrutiny than the average teenager. 
Several of them said that they experience 
a lot of pressure under the eyes of the 
congregations their parents minister to.  

Ana, Daria, and Amanda all said that 
being in the community with others has 
been extremely important. Together 
with other pastors’ kids, they can relax. 
They don’t have to worry about being on 
display as they consider what it might 
mean to be missional anywhere. 

“There is a connection between 
our stories,” Ana says. “… we all 
have the same experience.”  

*Children’s names are changed for protection. 

Jessa (L) says that she isn't nervous leading a Bible 
study she started at her school, despite being shy. 

Some of the students are dealing with broken 
homes, addiction, and mental illness. At the 
summit, they could be open with anything. 
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COMPASSION
C h o o s e

JOIN THE
CHURCH IN ACTION 

DURING COMPASSIONATE 
MINISTRIES MONTH AND 
SET THE COURSE FOR 

COMPASSION ALL YEAR. 

ncm.org/ncm-month



ASIA PACIFIC NAZARENE 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
was the first Nazarene Master’s 
level theological institution located 
outside the United States.

The Philippines is an archipelago made 
up of more than 7,100 ISLANDS, only 
about 2,000 of which are inhabited.
 
While Filipino and English are the official 
languages of the Philippines, MORE THAN 
150 LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS 
are spoken across the country.

There are also two Nazarene institutions 
for undergraduate higher education: 
PHILIPPINE NAZARENE 
COLLEGE AND VISAYAN 
NAZARENE BIBLE COLLEGE.

*Information is from the Church of the 
Nazarene, National Geographic.

a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d

THE FACTS

To read more about how the church is caring for children in the Philippines, turn to page 12. 

We want to hear
your stories
of compassion!

ncm.org/share-your-story



Everyday actions of compassion can seem small, 
insignificant. But through each one, God is shaping 
us and shaping those around us. In this season, 
practice compassion by embracing the unknown. It 
may be uncomfortable—just ask children struggling 
with a homework problem whether things they 
don’t understand are comfortable or not. Keep 
the Kingdom of God at the center, and ask God 
to help you as you navigate the unfamiliar. 

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME 
SOMEWHERE DIFFERENT.
 
Think of areas where you wouldn’t normally spend 
your time. While offering your services for something 
you aren’t qualified for isn’t always beneficial to 
either party, stretching yourself is. Churches often 
have needs to be filled; challenge yourself to choose 
something new. Or take it a step further and look 
around your community to find an organization 
that takes you outside of your comfort zone.   

LET OTHERS CHALLENGE YOU.  

Seek to learn from those around you. If they know 
a lot about something you don’t, ask them to 
teach you more. But you don’t have to restrict the 
challenge to people you encounter; read books 
or watch films about things that are outside your 
practices. Find a book of the Bible you’re less 
familiar with and seek out a commentary. 

TAKE ACTION IN THE LITTLE THINGS. 

Reach out to someone you normally wouldn’t. 
Practice meeting new neighbors or people at church 
and learn something about them, and consider 
stepping outside of your regular responses. Start 
small: If your first reaction with a coworker is 
anger, replace it with a new practice. Try doing 
the same thing in other areas with other people.

e v e r y d ay  c o m p a s s i o n

EMBRACE
THE

UNKNOWN
1

2

3
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A CENTER IN THE PHILIPPINES CARES 
FOR CHILD SURVIVORS OF EXPLOITATION

homeCREATING A

BY CALLIE STEVENS

PHOTOS BY STEVE JETER

The Shechem Children's Home is a center 
for children who have survived exploitation. 
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eyond a sliding, metal gate is a 
basketball court, converted from its 
former life as a driveway. Beyond the 
basketball hoops is a new play structure, 

and to the right of both is a brick, two-story 
house surrounded by brightly painted walls. 
Joshua*, 18, helped paint a horse on one of 
the walls, and Daniel, 14, painted a school 
of orange fish. The other children who are 
staying at the house chose the characters 
and scenes: a panda bear, characters from 
popular cartoons, and mountains. 

It’s on this basketball court and within 
these murals that children at the Shechem 
Children’s Home in the Philippines play. 
Were you to stand on the other side of the 
metal gate on any given day, you would hear 
the shouts of laughter, the tallying of skips 
while jumping rope, and the swish of a ball 
going through the net. In short, you would 
hear the sounds of play—of children. 

Providing space for children to be 
children again is integral to the home's 
mission because the innocence of childhood 
is what was taken away from them. The 
Philippines is a global hub for the online sexual 
exploitation of children (OSEC). Of the 12 
children who live at the Shechem Children’s 
Home, 11 are survivors of exploitation. 

WHAT IS OSEC
Hannah, 10, and her sister Christie, 8, 

love games. They could jump rope and play 
basketball for hours on end. And even though 
they are among the smallest children at 
Shechem, both can make dozens of baskets 
in a row with the house’s rainbow-colored 
basketball. When Christie laughs, which is 
often, she usually covers her mouth with her 
hands. Sometimes, though, when something is 
particularly funny, her whole head is thrown 
back by the force of her giggles. It’s a dramatic 
transformation from the sisters’ first night at 
Shechem, when they both refused to go into 
the house. Analyn Ablao, the house manager, 
says that building relationships is foundational 
to the children’s’ experiences. When the girls 
were scared, she started by building trust.

OSEC isn’t the same as other forms of 
human trafficking, so it can’t be addressed 

B
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The house parents care for all the children, 
including one-year-old Bea and her mom. 

Jenny loves pandas—she says that they are  
adorable. This one also brings comfort. 

the same way. While labor trafficking and sex 
trafficking involve abuse in-person, OSEC 
is capturing sexual abuse on digital media, 
typically video but sometimes photos as well. 
The videos are livestreamed and directed by 
those paying to watch. And those paying to 
watch are usually men in Western countries: 
The United States, Australia, Germany, and 
the United Kingdom. Leody Tan Echavez 
III, NCM Coordinator for the Church of 
the Nazarene in the Philippines, says this 
is part of what makes OSEC so insidious. 

“[With] traditional sex trafficking you 
just need to go to a brothel or a red-light 
district and it's there, but in OSEC it is 
happening everywhere,” Echavez says. 

Both Hannah and Christie were exploited 
for years before coming to Shechem. The 
perpetrator was someone in the community 
who groomed a friend of theirs. That child 
was taught to invite her friends over to 
play, but the exploitation of the girls is not 
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her fault. She, too, was used by both the man who sold 
them and the people who paid. When their grandmother 
discovered what was going on, she was horrified and acted 
immediately. But unfortunately, their story is somewhat 
unique—family members don’t always react that way.

Typically, but not always, the abuse doesn’t involve 
an adult touching a child. Instead, it’s the adult directing 
children to perform acts. This leads to the distressingly 
common narrative that OSEC doesn’t impact children 
when there isn’t any touching between them and the 
adults involved. Often—an estimated two-thirds of the 
time—the main perpetrators of OSEC are the child’s 
parent or a direct relative. Many parents, believing that 
abuse has to involve touching, don’t see what they’re 
doing as bad. Children, wanting to please their parents 
and help their families, don’t realize it’s wrong.

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT 
Daniel, 14, came to Shechem 

with his sister Angela, 16, 
their friend Jasmine, 18, and 
her one-year-old daughter, 
Bea. Jasmine’s mother-in-law 
was the perpetrator of their 
exploitation. Now, Jasmine is 
learning what it means to be a 
teenage mother with the support 
of the staff at Shechem rather than her family. 

The crime itself is relatively new. The first case of live-
streamed exploitation of children in the Philippines was 
reported in 2011, and the prevalence has been growing 
rapidly since. In the last five years, reports of suspected 
online sexual abuse of children have skyrocketed from a 
little more than 100,000 to 18 million globally. Children 
in reported cases range in age from infancy to 18 years. 
If Jasmine hadn’t been rescued when she was, it’s likely 
that Bea would have ended up exploited as well. 

Poverty is one reason the number of OSEC cases is 
increasing; about a fifth of the 100 million people who 
live in the Philippines earn less than $2,000 a year. But 
isolating one reason is complicated. Unprecedented 

access to the internet through cheap cellphones and 
data makes it easy for perpetrators to sell content and 
make fast money. There’s also the fact that English 
is one of the official languages in the Philippines. 
It’s undeniable that it’s people in English-speaking, 
Western countries who are funding the exploitation. 

It is difficult to know what the best course of action 
is against OSEC. There just isn’t as much information 
about fighting OSEC, and what little there is has to 
consider the concealment under which this exploitation 
occurs. If perpetrators are family members, how does law 
enforcement find them? How do you build a case against 
them if payments are encrypted or there isn’t physical data? 

Many young children believe it’s their fault when 
their parent or aunt or uncle ends up in jail. Echavez says 
that there is a lot of grooming, or gaining children’s trust 
with the intention of exploiting them. Often, the children 
don’t see themselves as victims, and they struggle to wade 
through the reality of what has happened to them. 

“They don't want to lose these people,” Echavez 
says. “They want to keep these people, so they 
prefer to have bad parents. … because they prefer 
to have a bad family than [no] family at all.”

LIFE AT THE HOME
Shechem Children’s Home, which is supported through 

Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, is the first of its kind 
in the Philippines. After being rescued, children receive 
medical exams and police reports are filed. Then they go to 
a long-term shelter, where siblings of different genders get 
separated, and there isn’t always one-on-one assessment 
to determine what the next best step is for the child. At 

Shechem, however, children regularly 
meet with the social worker and 
therapist for individual and group 
therapy. They participate in weekly 
devotionals led by church volunteers, 
and sometimes the house hosts 
other classes, like jiu jitsu or art. 

Hannah and Christie, the sisters 
who initially wouldn’t come inside, 
are at Shechem so that they can 
receive therapy from contracted 

therapists, as well as support from the social worker; 
eventually, once it is safe, they will go back to live with 
their family. They are joined by 10 other children ranging 
in age from one to eighteen years old, although the one-
year-old was never exploited; she came with her mother, 
the oldest of the group. They come to Shechem through the 
International Justice Mission, one of several organizations 
that partners with the church. Most of them are still in 
school, so they work with tutors at the house to make 
sure they aren’t falling behind in their schoolwork. 

“We are here to support them emotionally,” 
Ablao says. “If they need something, like that 
they miss their parents, they can talk to us.” 

15NCM.ORG

The children help with chores like cooking 
and washing up. More importantly, though, 
meals are a time to bond over the table.

“AND SO, WE BECOME 
A CATALYST OF CHANGE 
AND TRANSFORMATION 

IN OUR COMMUNITY.”
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Safety, both real and perceived, is crucial at 
Shechem. Because the sisters feel safe, they are building 
relationships. When asked what they wanted to be when 
they grow up, the sisters both said policewomen first. 

Jenny, 14, shares that she wants to be a singer. After 
more than two years of being exploited, she is facing 
anxiety and depression as a result of the trauma. When 
she first arrived at Shechem, she constantly asked if she 
could leave. Now, she says she loves the other children, 
the staff, and the house itself. She adds that the best 
part is knowing that she’s being taken care of there. 

Joshua says he likes to help the house parents cook—
his favorite thing to make is adobo, a classic Filipino 
dish with lots of garlic and vinegar. It makes sense; he 
also says he wants to be a chef someday. He says the 
restaurant will serve all his favorites, including adobo. 

Most children have dreams like these. But thoughts 
of the future are interrupted, if not completely shattered, 
by traumatic events. Several of the staff members say 
they can see transformation happening. Abata says 
that’s what keeps her motivated in a position with a 
high risk of burnout. It’s that moment when she sees, 
“… that despite all that they have experienced, they have 
the opportunity to smile to laugh again and to dream 
freedom for [themselves], for [their] future,” she says.  

THE IMPACT OF TRAUMA
In the room in the house that has been converted to 

an office, there is a space to meet with the therapists and 
social workers privately. The red brick walls of that private 
room are covered with drawings that the children have 
made, flanked by bookshelves and chairs. Sometimes, 
Grace Abata, the live-in social worker, or Ablao work with 
the children through art therapy. Several of the children 
love art. Joshua, who helped with the murals, spent a 
whole afternoon with watercolors on the front porch. 

Currently, there are eleven staff members who work at 
Shechem, excluding contracted tutors and therapists who 
come on a regular basis. Five female house parents live with 
the children—two per 12-hour shift and one to fill in—along 
with Abata. Two more social workers work exclusively with 
the children’s families, and two female security guards 
also trade 12-hour shifts. Ablao coordinates them all.  

Ablao quit her job working as support staff in 
schools to come be the house manager at Shechem. A 
colleague told her that it would be a position working 
with children who were survivors of exploitation. She 
knew how trauma impacts the rest of a child’s life, and 
she also knew that these children weren’t getting the 
help they needed. It was a moment of conviction. 

“It's really captured me, to help these kinds of kids, 
because it's really emerging a problem,” Ablao explains. 

Because so many of the perpetrators are family 
members, a constant concern is where children will live 
after they are rescued. Daniel, Angela, Jasmine, and Bea 
can’t return to their homes; the risk of further exploitation 
is too great. Whatever the circumstances, being removed 
from their families is trauma in and of itself. Safety from 
both further exploitation and re-traumatization are crucial. 

“The trauma itself is in the kids,” Abata adds. “And this 
trauma [is] still in there even when they grow up, especially 
when these kids do not receive any help or support.” 

Children have three options for long-term reintegration 
following their rescue: living with a non-offending family 
member in a safe environment, foster care, or a long-
term shelter. Shechem is the intermediary between 
rescue and that final decision. While they want to provide 
a safe space for the children to feel comfortable, they 
also want to make the assessment fast so children can 
begin to thrive where they are placed long-term. 

Since the children who stay at Shechem don’t always 
realize they’ve been the victims of exploitation, part of 
the house social worker’s jobs is helping children process 
that fact. Neil Braga is one of the family social workers, a 
different role than those at the house; his job is figuring 
out what Shechem can do to help parents or other non-
offending family members. The separation can be traumatic 
on all sides. Recently, with the help of one of the partner 
organizations working with the church, they hosted a 
family day at a water park with non-offending relatives.

Two security guards work at the home 
and often play with the children. 
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Along with the practical pieces—
tutoring, therapy, medical care—
Shechem provides a place for 
children to be kids again.

“As a community social worker, a family 
social worker for Shechem, I have to make sure 
that the family is being served,” Braga says. 

Education plays a very important role, Braga adds. If 
he can help make sure that the families understand how to 
keep children safe—how to help them process trauma—then 
that’s part of his job done well. But it’s a challenge. He rides 
his motorcycle to visit the families, but he’s never met them 
before. They don’t know if 
he’s trustworthy, and they’re 
understandably frightened of 
outsiders. Emotions run high. 

“There are a lot of 
questions being asked with 
heavy emotions involved,” 
he says. “So, I have to see 
to it that they get that their 
children are being helped—
that we want to help them.”

A CATALYST OF CHANGE 
The scope of OSEC is 

so large that it seems nearly impossible not to become 
overwhelmed. Instead of feeling immobilized, though, 
members of the Church of the Nazarene felt called to 
respond when they learned about OSEC. The Shechem 
Home was born out of that call. Stephen Gualberto, Field 
Strategy Coordinator for the Church of the Nazarene 
in the Philippines and Micronesia, says that the church 
can be a rallying point to combat exploitation. 

“The church is not about the building, but it's all about 
the people whom God has transformed and made his 
hands and feet,” he says. “And so, we become a catalyst 
of change and transformation in our community.” 

The church in the Philippines has always had a strong 
focus on children and a thriving child development 
program. Expanding that to care for children who 
have survived exploitation just made sense to the 

Nazarene leadership there. 
Even before Shechem opened, 
the church ran awareness 
programs to help educate the 
community about OSEC. 

Abata says that she sees her 
job as giving time, attention, and 
respect. But, along with the others 
at the house, she also acknowledges 
that God is the one who transforms. 
They can provide the therapy, case 
work, tutoring, devotionals, and 
safety for the children to thrive. 
But only God’s love can restore. 

“I am not the one that could restore them, or that could 
make them whole again,” she says. “But the only one who 
is God can give them that kind of strength, that kind of 
comfort, a complete[ness] that I could never give to them.” 

It would be in error to believe that all of the trauma, 
complicated emotions toward family members, and 
pain can be erased in the few months that children 
spend at Shechem. It is not so simple. Abuse is 

“THAT IS OUR GOAL—THAT IT 
WOULD NOT BECOME A FACILITY 
OR INSTITUTION FOR THEM BUT 
IT WOULD BE A SAFE SPACE FOR 

THEM TO JUST BE A KID.”
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Basketball is the sport of choice at 
the home and is popular among all of 
the children when it's free time. 
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something that survivors grapple with for the rest of their 
lives. There have been a few cases of self-harm. Several 
of the teenagers are being treated for depression. 

The Shechem Children’s Home isn’t ignoring these long-
term implications. Rather, they’re just trying to provide the 
space and tools for the children and their families to begin 
the process of ongoing healing in the months and years 
ahead. It’s clear that the children at Shechem feel comfortable 
there. Despite the context, the CCTV security cameras, and 
guards, the Shechem Children’s Home is indeed a home. 

The children take turns doing chores around the house, 
and two or three of them help put dinner on the table. 
When extra visitors—church staff, NCM staff, volunteers 
from local Nazarene churches—come by, the table has to be 
turned sideways. It stretches across the open floor plan of 
the house, crossing the dining room and into the kitchen. 
Together, everyone sits down to pray over the meal. 

Over the sound of ladles ringing against pots and serving 
spoons scraping bowls, the children talk and tease, laughing 
and calling down the table. As the dishes are cleared though, 
Hannah remains at the table, tears streaming down her 
face. Ablao comes to sit with her, quietly discussing what’s 
wrong. The tears are in part from the teasing since Hannah is 
younger than many of the others. But she was already upset 
before dinner even started; earlier in the week she and her 
sister had to meet with Abata in the office as they prepared 
to appear in court to face their perpetrator. Although she 
was smiling through tears at the end of that session, this 
weight should never have been set on her shoulders. The 
hope is that by the end of her time at Shechem, she will be 
able to live with a little of unweighted childhood again. 

“That is our goal—that [Shechem] would not become 
a facility or institution for them, but it would be a safe 
space for them to just be a kid,” Echavez says. 

To support the Shechem Children’s Home,
visit NCM.org/ShechemHome

 
*Children’s names are changed for protection. 

The first stuffed toy Christie got when 
she arrived is still one of her favorites. 

Online sexual exploitation 
of children (OSEC) is 
the online trade of video 
or images of children 
engaged in sexual acts. 
While most of the videos 
and photos are produced 
in the Philippines, the 
location of the people 
buying the content means 
this exploitation happens 
all over the world. The 
Philippines, according to 
its justice department, 
receives at least 3,000 
reports a month from 
other countries detailing 
the possible online abuse 
of Filipino children. 
Most of those reports 
come from Australia, 
Canada, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, and 
the United States. 

The grim truth is 
that it’s extremely 
difficult to prosecute 
the crime. Buyers use 
cryptocurrencies, and 
sellers broadcast over 
encrypted livestreams that 
are hard for the police 
to trace. OSEC is also a 
growing problem across 
the region, with cases 
being reported in Vietnam 
and Cambodia as well. 

Watch Philip Calvert’s 
TED Talk to learn more, or 
visit the following sites:

ncm.org/trafficking 
internetsafety101.org
ijm.org/philippines

WHAT IS
OSEC?
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n an early spring morning in Kent, Washington, a group 
of women are gathered around a tall cutting table, 
watching Sandy Appl demonstrate how to use a rotary 
cutter. The device, which looks a lot like a tiny pizza 

cutter, makes cutting strips of fabric as easy as drawing a line.
The four tables spanning the room are brightly illuminated by a wall 

of windows, making it easy to see small stitches. On the side opposite the 
windows, ironing boards stand ready to use; above them are posters with 
helpful English words and phrases. When one of the instructors isn’t teaching, 
the room is filled with chatting and laughter. Each of the eight sewing stations 
has a machine, a nameplate, and a small plastic crate of supplies and half-
finished projects. Over the course of six weeks, the women will make a 
pillowcase, an oven mitt, a baby quilt, a tote bag, and a zippered pouch. 

____________________________
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____________________________
The women are part of Sewing With Purpose, a 

ministry of Kent Hillside Church—an International 
Church of the Nazarene, in partnership with World 
Relief Seattle. They are also all refugees who are resettled 
in Washington. Three times a week, they come to the 
church for two-hour classes and complete projects of 
increasing difficulty at their 
individual sewing stations. 

During the week of the 
lesson with the rotary cutter, 
they are making the baby 
quilt. Each woman chooses a 
stack of flannel, all with different prints: solid pastels, 
giraffes, chicks, elephants, and polka dots. The rotary 
cutter makes it easy to cut long strips and then squares, 
which they’ll then sew together and bind. Normally, 
they donate the blankets back to World Relief Seattle, 
who then donates blankets to other refugee families who 
need them. Each woman will stitch her name onto the 
corner of the quilt when she finishes, signing her work. 

 
CREATING COMMUNITY

Mursal Alemi had been in the United States for 
a little less than a month when her caseworker at 
World Relief Seattle told her about the class. She was 
a young mother with toddler-age twins, and she and 
her husband came from Afghanistan without any 
other family. Being here on their own was extremely 
lonely, she says; for a while, she cried every day. 

So when she learned about a place where she 
could practice English and build community, she 
joined the sewing class for the very first cohort. Alemi 
is still friends with the women she met there. They 
regularly have gatherings at each other’s houses. 

“Not the first time I’m coming, but after that … 

I’m friends with a lot of people,” Alemi says. “Now 
I’m friends with a lot of people in the class.”

Sewing With Purpose was started in 2017 after World 
Relief Seattle conducted a focus group with some of the 
Afghan families who were being settled in Kent, though 
not all of the women who attend are from Afghanistan. 

Many, including Alemi, come on 
a special immigrant visa, or SIV, 
usually awarded to families in which 
the men worked as translators 
or other specialists with the 
United States military. So while 

their husbands had the opportunity to learn English, 
many of the women haven’t even had the opportunity 
to learn to read and write in their own languages. 

Like Alemi, the women end up being isolated 
at home, unable to speak the language in a new 
country or develop any sort of community. They 
craved community and the ability to learn English 
without worrying about mixed-gender classes, which 
would be viewed as culturally inappropriate.

With roles at both entities, Tahmina Martelly helps 
bridge the gap between World Relief Seattle and Kent 
Hillside. Martelly herself was an asylum seeker; she 
came to the United States from Bangladesh. For years, 
she has worked with those living as refugees or asylum 
seekers and knew there are challenges unique to women. 
She started wondering what could be done to help 
women with stories like Alemi’s. Martelly called around, 
but no one was offering a sewing class—certainly, 
there were none nearby with an ESL component. 

“[We were] basically figuring out, ‘Well, 
how could we do this?’” Martelly says. “And of 
course, I knew I could leverage our church.”

_________________________

Students make projects to keep or donate to World 
Relief Seattle and practice English at the same time.

“WOMEN ARE WOMEN ALL 
OVER, NO MATTER WHAT 
THEIR BACKGROUND IS.”

__

_____________________
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TRANSFORMING THE CHURCH 
Kent Hillside had the space that World Relief Seattle 

didn’t; there were several classrooms in the building 
that were mostly being used as storage. But they still 
didn’t have supplies for the classes. They needed sewing 
machines, a curriculum that taught sewing and English, 
cutting tables, volunteers, childcare—the list seemed nearly 
insurmountable. Then, as the idea for a class was forming, a 
woman approached Martelly to offer her 10 sewing machines 
she had stored away. The woman, 
Jeanine Boyle, was an instructor for 
Singer Sewing Machine Company, 
and she knew how to write sewing 
tutorials. The class was starting 
to seem possible, after all. 

Boyle and Martelly developed a 
curriculum that incorporated outcomes for learning English. 
Then Appl, the current main instructor, helped modify it. 

“We’ve tried to make it as complete as possible 
and build well from the beginning to the end,” 
she says. “What they make in six weeks with 
just three mornings is mind-boggling.” 

A few of the men in the church built the cutting 
tables, reducing the cost to $150 each instead of 
$2,000. Volunteers came to clean out the classrooms, 
transforming them into craft space, childcare space, and 
the sewing room. What used to be storing old choir robes 
and decorations became a place of life and stories.

“When you’re cleaning out rooms full of things 
in a church, there can be a lot of old memories that 
resurface ... but when something is compelling that’s 
going in there, people are all for it,” Martelly says.

The first cohort of classes started in January 2017. 
Martelly says they are always tweaking things in their 
curriculum, trying to get better each time. Initially, 

the ESL component was a little bit hard to pull off in 
addition to the large amount of sewing in each session. 
No one was really trained, and there wasn’t a specific 
time set aside. Now, an AmeriCorps service member is 
usually connected with the class through World Relief 
Seattle. In each session, the volunteer leads the students 
in 20 to 30 minutes of directed ESL exercises.

“Every class I think, ‘This is the most special group of 
people,’” Appl says, laughing. “And then the next group 

comes, and I think ‘This is the 
most special group of women.’”

The church also hosts another 
non-traditional ESL class: Four days 
a week, the church hosts a Family 
Literacy Class run through World 
Relief Seattle for mothers and their 

children, from infants to 5 years old. The mothers and 
children engage in age-appropriate English classes before 
coming together to practice and learn activities that can be 
replicated at home. Women have the opportunity, then, to 
learn both English and ways to engage with their children. 

“So then they really learn together,” Martelly explains.
 

PLANTING PARADISE 
And of course, there is the garden. Known as the Paradise 

Parking Plots, 50 raised beds—including six handicap-
accessible beds—stretch across what used to be asphalt 
behind the church. The plots opened in 2018 to provide a 
community garden for those who have been resettled in Kent. 

Kent Hillside church is on a large acreage—it’s so big, in 
fact, that a few decades ago no one really knew what to do 
with it. Their solution back then was to pave it, although it 
created extra parking spaces that never got used. For years, 
the lot behind the church existed only as a big, one-acre 
asphalt parking lot. Now, that space has become a verdant 
forest of garden plots representing 20 different countries. 

In Family Literacy classes, parents can learn English 
and new ways to engage with their children. 

The community garden means people from all over 
the world can grow fresh food and have green space.

_________________

“WHEN WE HAD OUR HANDS 
IN THE SOIL, SOMEWHERE, 

THEY ALSO HAD THEIR 
HANDS IN THE SOIL.”

_________________________
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“I talked to people over and over again [who said], “I 
wish there was a place where I could grow food from my 
country that I can’t find in grocery stores,” Martelly says. 

In the apartment complexes where most people get 
resettled, there is no access to outdoor space. There’s no 
green space to grow food, and there’s also no green space 
for the children to play. Often, apartment managers 
charge families a fine for letting children play in the 
parking lots, but there is nowhere else for them to go. 
Again, Martelly started thinking. The church was the 
perfect solution: it had the space, and it’s located on a 
mass-transit line for those dependent on public transit. 
The only problem was that it was full of asphalt. 

At some point during brainstorming, Martelly 
realized that two problems could be tackled at once. 
By creatively addressing storm water pollution, a 
food access problem could be solved, too. So World 
Relief Seattle added four 4,000-gallon rainwater 
catchment tanks that capture more than 255,000 
gallons of water a year, which is about 80 percent of 
the garden’s irrigation needs. Volunteers also removed 
50,000 square feet of asphalt for the raised beds, 
and five rain gardens were recently added to mitigate 
over 1.1 million gallons of polluted storm water.

There is a particular sort of healing that happens 
when you’re growing something. Increasing evidence 
shows that interacting with nature has a strong 
psychological and even physical effect. When 
everything seems to be going wrong, being able to 
put your hands in the soil can create a sense of home. 
Martelly says that when she was away from her 
family, that connection was incredibly significant. 

“When we had our hands in the soil, somewhere, they 
also had their hands in the soil,” she shares. “We don’t 
have to be in the same place, but we’re connected.”

A GROUP EFFORT 
If the story of their creation isn’t enough proof, 

part of what makes the ministries of Kent Hillside 
and World Relief Seattle remarkable is how many 
people have united to make them happen. Volunteers 
from all walks of life come to help with the sewing 
class and the garden. Some attend the church, and 
some do not. Many are community members who 
just want to help out. These volunteers find their way 
to the ministries in different ways—Appl herself got 
connected through a friend who was also volunteering. 

“It’s the power of the volunteers,” Appl shares. 

_________________

_________________________

The sewing class teaches English and sewing 
skills, and it also is a place to build friendships.

__

_____________________
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“They’re like our secret weapon because they can give the 
individual attention. So if a student gets stuck … there’s 
somebody right there to keep them moving forward.” 

Right now, 11 volunteers from both the church and 
World Relief Seattle are helping out with the sewing class. 
Volunteers for the class go through several different pieces of 
training: general, sewing-specific, and cultural orientation. 
Voelker says they encourage volunteers to try the projects at 
home, and once Appl held an extra class just for volunteers 
to learn how to put in a zipper. It’s easier to teach when 
you’ve had the chance to fail or triumph yourself, too. 

Debra Voelker, Global Missions pastor at Kent Hillside, 
helps run the sewing class. As she explains the importance 
of the community working together, she is also laying out 
flannel on the cutting table with a woman named Asal*. 

“It’s really what makes it work,” Voelker says. 
Asal knew how to sew before she came to the United 

States, but she enjoys enhancing her skills and being part 
of the community. As she and Voelker use the rotary cutter 
to cut strips of soft flannel, she tearfully spoke about the 
family she left behind in Afghanistan. Her mother is sick, 
she explains. Asal has no way to visit, and she is worried her 
mother will die before she can see her in person again. It is 
a heartbreaking thought. It’s also the reality of having to live 
as refugees; too many people have had to make decisions 
between the life ahead and the life they left behind.

Alemi, too, spoke of those who had to stay behind. While 
her siblings are in Canada and Germany, her parents and in-
laws are still in Afghanistan. Once she learns better English, 
she wants to apply for a passport so that they can get visas. 
She hasn’t seen them in person for more than two years. 

“I want my family to come here; 
I love my family,” she says.

Voelker adds that she is amazed at the connections that 
get made between all of the women—volunteers and students 
alike—in the weekly classes. The space that gets created 
isn’t just to sew but to support each other through life. 

“Women are women all over, no matter 
what their background is,” Voelker says. 
“They want their families to be safe.” 

WORKING SIDE BY SIDE
Between Sewing With Purpose, the Family Literacy 

Class, and the garden, the opportunities to build 
relationships are ample, something that was extremely 
intentional. Kent Hillside as a whole felt called to reflect 
the neighborhood in which it existed, matching the 
cultural and racial demographics. And there are many 
examples—some that could be called miraculous—of all 
the things that had to happen to make them possible. 

“All of these things—it just makes sense 
to work with refugees,” Voelker says. 

The sewing classes themselves may seem like just 
ordinary classes: a place for women to come and learn 
how to create things with fabric, thread, and patience. The 
garden may seem like just a garden, or the family literacy 
classes may sound like just playtime. And yet all of these 
ministries go far beyond what the facts indicate. They’re 
not just places to sew, learn, or grow food. They’re places 
where people can build community when nothing seems 
familiar and where God’s love is manifest in actions. 
They’re places where different people from dramatically 
different backgrounds can become good friends. 

“This program is very good; I like it,” Alemi says. 
“All people who are coming to this class like it.”

She nods, affirming what she’s said, and 
adds again: “I like this program.” 

To learn more about Sewing With Purpose,
visit https://worldreliefseattle.org/sewing

To learn more about the Paradise Parking Plots, 
visit https://worldreliefseattle.org/garden

*Names and photos are changed for protection.

Mursal Alemi was in the first sewing class. 
She still uses what she made, and she's 

still friends with her classmates. 

__________________

___________

__
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elcome Home. 
The phrase is both a name 

and a mission for Dan Samuelson, 
pastor at Tacoma Church of the 
Nazarene. Welcome Home aims to 

equip people to welcome the refugees and asylum-
seekers who are settled in Washington, USA. In 
fact, the Welcome Home team is trying to create 
space for friendships and guidance for those 
learning a new culture and a new language, all while 
having to navigate entirely new communities.

“This is what church exists for. The story of 
the Bible is to care for the poor, the marginalized,” 
Samuelson says. “That’s the story.” 

In 2018, Washington was among the top three 
states to receive the highest number of refugees. In 
a city with a transforming demographic, Samuelson 
felt called to develop Welcome Home, which launched 
in 2017. The ministry is run 
by volunteers, who help with 
English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes around the state. 

It’s through these classes 
that relationships can be 
developed between those 
who are resettled and those 
who are volunteering. Samuelson, who formerly 
worked as the executive director at World Relief, 
wants to make sure that everyone has a community, 
even when the state-sanctioned support runs out. 

A key function of Welcome Home is education. 
Different trainings and courses help people understand 
different cultural contexts and build relationships when 
they come from diverse backgrounds. According to 
Samuelson, they hope to empower volunteers through 
education, mobilizing them to build relationships 
with those who are marginalized wherever they live. 

Right now, 125 vetted and approved volunteers—
or community companions, as they’re called in 
the ministry—are involved from all over western 
Washington. Welcome Home makes a commitment 
to volunteers: if they focus on building relationships, 
Welcome Home will take care of everything else. 
Generally, that includes administrative details 

like paying rent, scheduling logistics, choosing 
locations, and organizing educational supplies. Not 
all volunteers come to the weekly English classes, 
though; part of the goal is to mobilize people to 
welcome their neighbors in their own communities. 

“The definition of agape is an act of the will… 
where you choose to make an investment in 
someone else’s life for good,” Samuelson says.

Each ESL class looks slightly different—different 
partners collaborate with Welcome Home, and different 
models direct each class. Often, volunteer tutors help 
children with homework and high school students 
with college applications. They use conversation and 
teaching tools with the adults, helping volunteers teach 
English and build relationships simultaneously. 

Hamed*, who worked as an engineer in Afghanistan, 
comes with his family to one of Welcome Home’s ESL 
classes held in the community space of an apartment 

building. They fled Afghanistan in 
fear, worried that they would be 
killed if they stayed. He explains 
that, “Our sin is this: that we get 
educations to rebuild our country.” 

It took a long time to get their 
visas, he says: “We were doing 
the process for two years, very 

secretly.” Even now, the family has to be extremely 
careful. If they post on social media, it’s possible that 
it would put their family members in Afghanistan 
in danger. Without the necessary English, Hamed 
hasn’t been able to find a job in the United States. 
He says he’s applied for everything—his main goal 
is to provide a good future for his children. 

The family saw a roadside sign advertising the 
ESL class and came because it was offered for free. 
They have stayed to continue learning English, but 
also because they like the people there. “The people 
are good people, my teacher is very kind,” he says. 
“… And also, everyone can come here. I like this.” 

To learn more about Welcome Home, 
visit welcomehome.buzz

“THE DEFINITION OF AGAPE 
IS AN ACT OF THE WILL ... 

WHERE YOU CHOOSE TO MAKE 
AN INVESTMENT IN SOMEONE 

ELSE’S LIFE FOR GOOD.”

Welcome Home creates friendships that go beyond 
English classes, says Dan Samuelson (L). 

W

HOSPITALITY
A NEW

SAYING “WELCOME” TO THOSE 
WHO ARE DISPLACED
WORDS AND PHOTOS BY CALLIE STEVENS

*Names are changed for protection.
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n 1996, a 26-year-old man named Luc Ntahobari 
fled from his home country of Burundi. For 
three years, civil war had been raging across the 
country, pitting ethnic Hutus and Tutsis against 

each other. Set off by the first multi-party elections since 
independence, the war lasted 12 years. Children were 
widely recruited as soldiers, and it is estimated that over 
300,000 people died. As Luc describes it: “It was terrible 
the killing that started. My prayer for myself was that I 
would be killed so that I would not have to kill someone.”

During his time in exile, Luc started attending a 
Church of the Nazarene. In it, he felt the call to pastor. 
He lived in Malawi and Tanzania and studied for 
ministry, teaching at a Nazarene secondary school 
and pastoring a small church. In 2005, the civil 
war came to a close, and the French Field leader in 
Africa proposed starting the Church of the Nazarene 
in Burundi. Luc was invited back to help start the 
church, and when Burundi was organized as a 
district a year later, Luc was asked to take the role. 

In 2015, a contested presidential election again 
caused massive protests and civil unrest. In the end, 
400 people were killed, and hundreds of thousands of 
people fled Burundi. Mistrust escalated among those 
who remained, raising fears of more ethnic violence. 

This time, however, the Church of the Nazarene was 
ready to be a source of peace and reconciliation.  

THE WITNESS OF THE CHURCH
When the Apostle Paul wrote his letters to 

the Corinthian church, he did so out of a holy 
concern for the wellbeing of the church members 
as well as for the purpose of encouraging them to 
address and heal divisions that were increasing in 
the congregation. The church was wrestling with 
a variety of divisive issues, and Paul wanted to 
nurture the idea that part of God’s work in the world 
is to be reconciled to God and to each other. 

And so Paul wrote, “All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).

While Paul and the Corinthian church were not 
dealing with the intensity and scale of the violence that 
Burundi has faced, it is clear the message is universal: 
we carry with us the ministry of reconciliation. If the 
witness of the church is to be a place where you can 
be reconciled with your enemies, how are we doing? 

BUILDING PEACE AFTER DEADLY 
CONFLICT IN BURUNDI

I

26 2019 // ISSUE 1
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Does the world know that when we are in conflict, 
we can come to the church to be reconciled? 

In Burundi, the Church of the Nazarene has 
taken this question seriously. Over the last year, the 
district has been running a peacebuilding project that 
encourages youth from different ethnic and political 
groups to engage with each other. These activities are 
meant both to nurture better relationships in the midst 
of great tension and to incubate small businesses.

The purpose of the project is not only to reconcile 
combating groups but also to create peace and 
stability through the economic development of 
the country and the employment of youth. The 
process of building peace can’t include improving 
relationships only; it must also include the flourishing 
of the population and a vision for a better future. 

And so this is where the church in 
Burundi has focused its efforts.

YOUNG PEOPLE FORMING TRUST
Claude Nduwimana has been leading these 

efforts. Claude is a soft-spoken man with a kind 
smile, and he often takes long pauses as he considers 
a statement or question. It’s clear that his demeanor 
and personality have opened doors for this project. 
He has worked with villages all over the country to 

27NCM.ORG

show that the Church of the Nazarene can contribute 
not only to the reduction of tension and violence 
between historic enemies but also to the economic 
development of the communities through the youth.

Over the last year, Claude and NCM Burundi ran 
programs that brought together youth, ages 14 to 35, to 
engage with issues of division and historical trauma while 
creating businesses that will benefit the community. The 
assumption is that if youth can start building trust among 
themselves, then the businesses they develop can last 
longer and will be accepted widely in the community. 

Since the beginning of the project, hundreds of 
youth have participated in peacebuilding activities: 
drama programs, sports, cultural exchanges, 
and conversations designed to address historical 
grievances. Many of these have culminated in public 

In Burundi, the church believes that everyone 
carries the ministry of reconciliation. 

Young entrepreneurs received 
funding for their businesses.
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events with thousands of community members in 
attendance who had the chance to see the youth commit 
to each other and a future of peace and prosperity.

These hundreds of youth then organized themselves into 
teams to create businesses they thought would be viable. 
This effort may seem like an obvious and inconsequential 
step, but for those in situations of conflict, the hope for 
a better and different future is neither easy nor small. It 
is a step of faith. It is an assertion that there is hope for 
a future different than our current reality. It is a belief 
that God is at work in the world and that He is making 
all things new.  We are called to participate in that work, 
the work of “building peace,” or building shalom.

CRAFTING PEACE
Nishimwe, one of the participants who developed a 

soap making business with other women in her community, 
recalls that, “This project was good to start with the 
peacemaking activities because it 
brought us together as a community. 
We’ve been fixing our own problems.” 

This is a repeated theme among the 
participants: that trusting the youth 
to develop solutions is a worthwhile 
endeavor. They believe in themselves 
and in their country; they believe that by overcoming 
their fraught history—and the tensions that remain—they 
can create a better future for themselves and others.

Many of the youth expressed that they had 
been waiting for an opportunity like this to come 
along. Naim, one of the youth, says, “We wouldn’t 
be here except that we’ve all been waiting for this 
project. This project has healed young people.”

In just one year, the youth developed 35 businesses. In 
one village, an artist and an engineer partnered to create 
artwork from clay. In the capital Bujumbura, a pair of young 
entrepreneurs started selling clothing at a local market while 
another group created a soap making business, utilizing 
local palm oil. Adere, a former soldier, described the 
impact of having meaningful work that he helped create. 

“Once my hand was injured, I had to leave the military,” 
he says. “Like many youth, I felt like I needed to have 
work. It has kept me from being engaged in the crisis 
[and] losing hope. This program has given me hope.”

GROWING BUSINESSES
On one street in Bujumbura, a store started by the 

project offers milled flours, homemade oils and juices, 
and fresh fruits and vegetables. Walking through the 
store, you can see the baskets of fresh produce, bottles of 
freshly-squeezed juices, and homemade labels detailing 
the products that are unique to this store. In this location, 
a team of 15 people grow, sell, and distribute their own 
products to other roadside stands across the city. In 
addition to selling goods, they also offer health and 

nutrition classes. Hope is in every corner of the store, 
in every handmade label, in every hand-picked fruit.

Elsewhere in the capital, as you approach a stall of soap 
makers, you can hear the women singing. There is joy in 
the work they are doing together. Odette, one of the women 
leading the business, says, “We are always singing, cleaning, 
praying together.” The women have smiles on their faces 
as they display their soaps and encourage passersby to 
purchase their products. As she thinks about her role in the 
business, Odette, in particular, seems hopeful and confident. 

“This project pushes me in good ways,” she says. 
“I used to be a student, but even when I was studying, 
I wanted to own my own business. I want to employ 
other people … and I want to be the boss.”

Reflecting on the first year of the project, 
Luc remembers charging the youth with the 
task of building hope for their country. 

“You can be a witness to what the youth of Burundi 
can be,” he says. “The love of 
God is for everyone, and you are 
witnesses to this abundant grace.” 

The youth in Burundi are well 
placed and eager to share this 
story, to be this witness. All of 
them grew up hearing the stories of 

conflict: of violence and tension, of nights on the run as 
refugees. Now they look around at their country and are 
convinced that they can change the story of Burundi.

“THE LOVE OF GOD IS 
FOR EVERYONE, AND YOU 
ARE WITNESSES TO THIS 

ABUNDANT GRACE.”

Palm oil production facilities are another 
result of the church's economic development 
work; this one supports about 20 families. 
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f you’re reading this article, then the chances are 
that your life was transformed by a Middle Eastern 
refugee—a child refugee. A child refugee wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and carried across a desert by his 

mother. That first Christmas—a story of hope, deliverance, 
and God’s redemption—is also a story of persecution, 
displacement, and a dangerous crossing. It is the story of a 
family filled with fear, fleeing their home in search safety. 

For the last eight years, millions of people fleeing violence 
in Syria and Iraq have sought safety in nearby countries. The 
needs of these displaced people are overwhelming—many go 
without sufficient food, shelter, medical care, or educational 
opportunities. Fleeing homes, leaving loved ones, and entering 
a life of scarcity and uncertainty is deeply traumatic. Perhaps 
for the first time, parents are unable to meet the basic needs 
of their children or exercise control over their own lives.

It is in this context of scarcity and uncertainty that more 
than 10 Nazarene churches across the Middle East have been 
actively serving more than 10,000 displaced people who have 
arrived in their communities. This ministry is holistic and 
includes everything from providing education to the distribution 
of food to families without the means to meet their own 
nutritional needs. Omar*, the pastor at one of the churches, 
says that it is their ministry is based in practical love.

“Any need the family faces, they run to the church, and we 
stand with the families,” he says.

A few years ago, one church’s 
ministry team became aware of a 
mother with three daughters who lived 
together in one room. In winter, the 
city could reach temperatures below 
freezing, but the family had only one 
blanket. The woman’s husband had 
left, and she was only able to earn 
enough money for a little bread and 
falafel every day. After meeting them, 
the volunteers returned quickly with 
blankets, a refrigerator, a mattress. 
“Whatever was available,” Omar’s wife, 
Lian, says. Omar says the woman and 
her children were completely shocked. 

That was a year and a half 
ago. A donor from the church 
decided to sponsor the girls’ 

education, and the whole family attends the church regularly. 
“When we love someone, we need to show 

[him or her] practical love,” Omar says. 
“Because we believe these three important values–

we built our ministry upon these values: love my 
people, respect my people, and serve my people,” he 
adds. “Everything starts with these three values.”

SEEING GOD
Meeting daily needs, as they did with the mother and her 

daughters, is an important part of the church’s ministry. With 
armed conflict still ongoing, the churches recognize the necessity 
to offer support that will have a long-term impact. So at regular 
intervals, church volunteers procure food items and assemble 
household food packages with staples to distribute to families 
in need. Some churches also provide hygiene and personal 
care items, and still others help with medical costs. In an effort 
to seek long-term aid, churches are also providing vocational 

I

IT’S NOT HARD TO 
SEE GOD IN EACH 

AND EVERY REFUGEE. 
AFTER ALL, JESUS 

WAS ONE, TOO.
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training and language classes, enabling people 
to gain new skills, build self-confidence, and find 
work when they are resettled in host countries. 
Other churches care for those experiencing 
trauma through counseling services and regular 
support, recognizing that psychological well-
being is an essential part of coping with stress. 

Caring for children also remains a priority for 
the Church of the Nazarene, and the Nazarene 
schools in the Middle East continue to offer quality 
education in a safe and nurturing environment. 
The schools exist to serve families living on the 
margins. In recent years, these schools have 
taken in many displaced children who have lost 
years of education because of war and conflict.

In one family, a brother (10) and sister (12) 
started showing up at one church’s playground, 
which is regularly open as a ministry to families. 
When church members realized they were there 
every day, they reached out and learned that 
the mother of the children worked late. She 
had told them the church was a safe space.

At the time, the boy was struggling with chronic 
pain and nearly constant stress from the trauma 
the family endured. Omar says that over the 
course of several years, the family began attending 
church as congregants, too. Now, both children 
attend one of the Nazarene schools regularly. 
He has also been healed of the chronic pain he 
used to experience. Currently, more than 150 
displaced children are enrolled in the Nazarene 
schools, where they are served by staff members 
who love them and long to see them succeed.

While activities from church to church 
may differ, all of the churches extend love and 
kindness. It is clear that they recognize the great 
truth that all people are cherished by God. 

“We cannot stop the flow right now, but we hope 
that the Nazarene global church can form a system 
that can welcome these refugees,” Lian says.

The demands are often greater than the resources, 
but the churches continue to serve others and open 
their doors however they can. Ending their support 
for refugees is just not an option. For as Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.” It’s not hard to see God in each 
and every refugee. After all, Jesus was one, too.

NCM is committed to continuing to support 
the needs of displaced people in the Middle 
East and around the world. To learn more 
or give to support these ministries, please go 
to ncm.org/refugee-immigrant-support

*All names are either removed or changed for protection.
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t’s hard to imagine the trees that used to surround 
Paradise, giving weight to the city’s name. 
Patches of growth still exist, but much of the 
remaining forest stands as dark, burned pillars, 

marked with spray paint so they can be removed. Behind 
the Paradise Church of the Nazarene, several properties 
are visible: monochromatic patches of debris, colored 
the rusty brown color the Camp Fire left behind.  

Peggy Noonan only lived in Paradise for about a year 
when the Camp Fire destroyed her home. She came to 
the church to see if she could find a pair of tennis shoes; 
she’d left home with only the shoes she was wearing, 
and they were beginning to wear out. She seems almost 
surprised that she was there at all; she often finds herself 
thinking that she can grab another pair of shoes, or a 
photo, or a piece of clothing, when she gets home. 

But home is a fluid concept for residents of Paradise 

right now. Some have moved on. Without jobs, schools, 
and homes, Paradise became an impossible place to 
return to. Many moved into the neighboring cities; 
it’s estimated that 20,000 people moved into Chico, 
increasing the population by nearly 25 percent and 
worsening an ongoing housing crisis. Some, like Noonan, 
have bought a home on wheels, something they can take 
with them anywhere. In cities bowed under the weight 
of a new population, jobs are few and far between. 

A year after the town was destroyed, “recovery” 
is still a word that seems far away. The truth is 
that disasters cause crises that can last for years. 
The longer it takes to get aid, come home, or feel 
normal again, the more hope gets chipped away. 

“I’m fearful, I think we’re going to see more 
casualties from this thing,” Noonan confides. 
“A lot of people are losing hope.”

I

ONe   Later
WHAT DO DISASTERS 
LOOK LIKE YEARS LATER?
BY NCM COMMUNICATIONS 

YE
AR

Pictured is what was left of the youth building 
at Paradise Church of the Nazarene. After 
disasters, how can churches respond?
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to the ground by hurricanes and subsequent floods, 
there isn’t an assistance program to go to. When 
people are displaced and lose their jobs, there are 
no unemployment benefits. There is no Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. So local churches 
step into the vacuum left by the lack of safety netting.

All over the world, response to years-old disasters is 
still ongoing. In 2015, Nepal experienced a catastrophic 
7.8-magnitude earthquake, which killed an estimated 
9,000 people. Now, four years later, Nazarene churches 
there have provided savings groups, education for 
children, livelihoods training, and livestock programs to 
help people both recover and prepare. In Bangladesh, 
where extreme flooding happens annually, churches 
across Bangladesh have provided training on being 
better prepared. In Mexico, volunteer medical teams 
that developed after the back to back earthquakes in 
2017 have ministered to needs across their country and 
Central America. And for years now, churches in Central 
Europe have been providing aid, assistance, education, 
and advocacy for the refugees in the region. These types 
of long-term engagement can provide real resources 
and compassion for those that will struggle for years.

In the grief and trauma that follows crises and 
disasters, it can often be hard to find hope. Survivors 
can feel buoyed by the first responders and all the 
care and concern they initially receive. But they are 
often left isolated as the news crew leave and aid 
organizations pack up and move on. The church, 
who carries with it the message of hope, stays behind 
to walk alongside those who are still suffering, 
and those who are still looking for healing.

When asked how she was going to 
find that hope again, Noonan says she’s 
hoping for some sort of epiphany. 

“I’ve got a guiding light,” she says. “It’s 
kind of dim. I can’t interpret it, but all I 
can do is trust in the Lord and wait.”

“A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE 
LOSING HOPE.”

CHURCH PARTNERSHIPS 
Immediately after a disaster, the event can dominate 

the news cycle. And it should—the need for immediate 
aid and information is vital. Recovery, though, takes 

much longer 
than a few 
weeks. The 
damage 
to culture 
and social 
cohesion is 
often invisible. 
The question 
becomes, 

then, how can churches fill the places that need filling? 
Churches are uniquely positioned to care for their 

communities. They understand the social context 
because they were a part of the community long before 
the emergency, and they can continue to provide aid long 
after the immediate needs have passed. In the strange 
liminal space post-disaster, the Paradise Church of the 
Nazarene has opened its doors. The church has also been 
supported by The Hope Center, a faith-based nonprofit 
ministering to those who are homeless and vulnerable 
in Oroville, a city about 20 miles away from Paradise. 

It’s hard to miss the sanctuary driving into town; 
it sits just off the main road and sports a banner 
reading, “RE-ENTRY HELP HERE” in bold, red 
letters. Although 28 of the 40 families at the church 
lost everything and the youth building on the grounds 
burned down, the sanctuary still stands. Since most of 
the families have left, though, the church isn’t using 
the space to meet. The church building is the perfect 
place to house essentials like clothes, shoes, pantry 
staples, and clean-up kits, and the Hope Center has 
provided counseling and drop-in services there. 

Churches and other organizations are partnering all 
over Paradise. Volunteers who are coming to help are 
staying at the Paradise Evangelical Free Church and can 
help with distribution, organizing the large number of 
supplies in stock, and more. And Pastor Ron Zimmer 
from the East Avenue Church of the Nazarene in Chico 
is helping coordinate teams to clear properties to be 
signed off by the Environmental Protection Agency. 
Other Nazarene churches in the area also jumped 
to action, acting as shelters or providing support. 

GLOBAL RESPONSES
Paradise, a rural community, has a long journey 

to recovery. Whole neighborhoods were decimated, 
and rebuilding isn’t as simple as it might sound. Toxic 
debris are leeching into the soil and groundwater, and 
it’s hard to set up a house when there isn’t anywhere 
to work or buy groceries. Many of the residents who 
lost everything were already struggling economically, 
and in the year since they’ve had to bounce from 
temporary solution to temporary solution. 

There are safety nets, though, that people recovering 
from disaster in other countries often don’t have. 
When the crops grown as a livelihood get flattened 
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nstead of striving for a higher position, 
more power, and more influence, Jesus 
moves, as Karl Barth says, from “the 
heights to the depth, from victory to defeat, 

from riches to poverty, from triumph to suffering, 
from life to death.’ Jesus’ whole life and mission 
involve accepting powerlessness and revealing 
in this powerlessness the limitlessness of God’s 
love. Here we see what compassion means. It is 
not a bending toward the underprivileged from a 
privileged position; it is not a reaching out from 
on high to those who are less fortunate below; it 
is not a gesture of sympathy or pity for those who 
fail to make it in the upward pull. On the contrary, 
compassion means going directly to those people 
and places where suffering is most acute and 
building a home there. God’s compassion is total, 
absolute, unconditional, without reservation. It 
is the compassion of the one who keeps going to 
the most forgotten corners of the world, and who 
cannot rest as long as there are still human beings 

with tears in their eyes. It is the compassion of a 
God who does not merely act as a servant, but who 
expresses the divinity of God through servanthood. 

God’s revelation of divine love for us in coming 
to us as a servant is fully shown in the hymn of 
Christ. The great mystery of God’s compassion is 
in that compassion, and by entering with us into 
the condition of a slave, God has been revealed to 
us. … Therefore, we can say that the downward pull 
as we see this in Jesus Christ is not a movement 
away from God, but a movement toward God: A 
God for us who came not to rule but to serve. This 
implies very specifically that God does not want to 
be known except through servanthood and that, 
therefore, servanthood is God’s self-revelation. 

 

This excerpt is taken from 
Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life   

by Henri J.M. Nouwen, Donald P. 
McNeill, and Douglas A. Morrison

V O I C E S

I
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G o  D e e p e r

LISTEN 
The In Plain Sight Podcast is a podcast to end human 
trafficking. Through stories from people leading the 
fight, the creators of the podcast hope to inspire and 
inform listeners to take action on their own.

LISTEN AT INPLAINSIGHTFILM.COM

READ 
Brenda Saltar McNeil’s book A Credible Witness: 
Reflections on Power, Evangelism and Race explores the 
picture of reconciliation painted in the Gospel through the 
story of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman. 

WATCH
In her TED talk on human trafficking, Noy Thurpkaew 
outlines how pervasive human trafficking is, impacting 
nearly every industry. The talk is titled: Human 
trafficking is all around you. This is how it works. 

WATCH AT TED.COM

STUDY
Thin Places by Jon Huckins with Rob Yackley takes the 
reader through six postures for practicing a missional 
community. Stories of restoration and redemption help 
engage readers with their communities, inspiring the 
contemplation of places where heaven and earth meet. 

AVAILABLE THROUGH THE FOUNDRY
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S n a p s h o t

“… we should 
not passively 

exist, but actively 
participate in His 

creative freedom, 
in our lives, and in 
the lives of others, 

by choosing truth.”  

-Thomas Merton

To read more about how churches are caring for children, turn to page 12. 
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Sponsor a child in Jesus’ name.
NCM.ORG/SPONSOR

TAKE THE
LEAP TO MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE. 

N A Z A R E N E
C O M P A S S I O N A T E
M I N I S T R I E S

I would like to sponsor a child for $30 a month:   l Yes

I would like to sponsor:   l Greatest Need       l Boy      l Girl

I would like to sponsor a child from:  l Greatest Need      l Africa       l Asia       l Asia-Pacific       l Caribbean 
 l Eastern Europe       l Latin America       l Middle East    

Name / Group ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person (if different) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address / City / State / ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________________ Email  ___________________________________________________________________

Church to receive 10% giving credit  _____________________________________________________________________________________

You can mail this form to: Nazarene Compassionate Ministries, Child Sponsorship
   17001 Prairie Star Parkway, Lenexa, Kansas 66220

No payment is due now. You will receive information by mail about your sponsored child and payment options.
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